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To all Media Institutes 

 

 

According to news reports the President, Maithripala Sirisena has canvassed for the Police Department and 

the Attorney General's Department to be under the President to enable speedy conclusions to" the cases" 

initiated against Rajapaksha family. It is obvious that the President is of the view that the Police, the FCID 

and the Attorney General had failed deliver the desired results as they promised before the election. In 

spite of overt political pressure exerted by the Government to these institutions in the law and order 

pursuits and finally the Chief Executive opts to take up the gauntlet, the system of the Constitutional 

Government is at stake, 

 

The country does not need the said powers to be under the President to make a mockery of division of 

power. As it is the Police function under a Minister who is responsible to the people thorough the 

Parliament and administered by the Police Commission. Therefore, the Minister is answerable to the 

proper functioning even though there are systemic weaknesses in the institution. The main area of 

weakness had been identified as the political interference in the day to day functioning of the Police and 

haphazard handling promotions within the Police, But, if the Police power are to be transferred to the 

President, his actions do not receive the scrutiny of the people's representatives thus converting the Police 

to be a Gestapo of an individual. 

 

The Attorney General's department is responsible to the Minister of Justice and in turn is subject to 

examination of its conduct by the Parliament. The record of the Attorney General's Department as an 

initiator of legal proceedings had not been perfect but has been fair by any standards. The department has 

to be given the facilities to expedite the laws' delays without getting it under the Executive whose word 

will be the ruling factor. Again the President is indicating his wishes to be a type of a dictator through 

desire to end the 'independence' of the AG 

 

We wish to register our protest to the President, the House of Representatives and the People of Sri Lanka 

with regard to the sinister move to destroy the democratic division of power and to steps to convert the 

position of Sri Lankan Presidency to a dictator. If the functioning of the Police and the Attorney General's 

Dept are not up to the standards required by the President, the remedy lies in the strengthening the systems 

but not advocating a remedy to meet the urgent political obligations which will be lethal to the two 

organizations and the democratic functioning of the system.Finally the President has to prove his 

motivation is sincere to conclude all allegations not only leveled against Rajapaksha family but others such 

as Arjun Mahendran and Rajitha Senarathna etc. 
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