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t<fUk 2018 jif¾§  1818 ñksia ixydrhg foishh 
jirla imsfrkafkah' tfy;a isxy, rfÜ 
iajfoaYslhkag tfrysj wLKavj l%shd;aul ixydrh 
fmfkkakg ;sfí' tfyhska ixydrfha fodaxldrh hkq 
tla w;lska wkjr; ixydrh;a" wmrdOlrejkq;a 
fy<sorõ fldg hqla;sh b,a,Sfu f>daIhlao jkafkauh' 

ta ixydrfha uk#l,ams; fyda yqÿ u;lhka muKla 
wdj¾cKh lrkq fjkqjg" Ydia;%Shj ms<s.ekqk 
uQ,dY%hka yd ckY%e;s uQ,sl uQ,dY%o yodrd 1505ka 
werö w÷re hq.fha§ nyq;r isxy,hkao" iajfoaYsl 
fou< yd uqia,sï cd;slhkao w;aú¢ w;s wudkqIsl 
whqla;s iy.; w;aoelSï 20la úYd, lekajia mqjre 
u; is;a;ï ù ;sfí' foaYfma%óka yd wdh;k .Kkdjl 
wkqirKska meje;afjk zixydrfha fodaxldrhZ 
^Resonance of the Massacre 1818-2018& fï wmQre 
is;a;ï fm<yr fld<U" ;=ïuq,a, Y%S iïnqoaO;aj 
chka;s ukaÈrfha§ 2017 fkdjeïn¾ 25" 26 yd 27 hk 
f;Èk ;=< meje;aùug zisxy, ixf.aouZ lghq;= 
lrhs' fld<U m%o¾Ykfhka wk;=rej Èjhsfka fjk;a 
m%foaY j,o zixydrfha fodaxldrhZ ießirkq we;' 

‘Resonance of the Massacre 1818-2018’ 

is the reverberation of the cries of thousands of 
majority Sinhalese, native Tamils and Muslims who 
were assassinated brutally during colonial rule. Until 
the so-called ‘independence’ was granted, the 
natives were suffocated by the political, economical 
and cultural injustices of Portuguese, Dutch and finally 
the British since 1505. Climax of this brutality was the 
“Rebellion of Uva Wellassa”, and the genocide in the 
Kandyan Kingdom during the period of 1817-1818. 

Native Sinhalese began uprising against the British 
since 1816, after the colonial rulers started to breach 
the conditions of the Kandyan Convention, which was 
signed between the British and the chiefs of the 
Kandyan Kingdom.  

The British began the dreadful suppression against 
the Sinhalese considering them as “rebels”. The 
governor Robert Brownrigg declared the Scorched 
Earth Policy “bimpalu” 
strategy, to kill all the 
civilians, including 
children women and 
even the cattle and 
destroy the 
properties, paddy 
fields, irrigation 
reservoirs, to 
tame the 
uprising. 

Brownrigg proudly 
reported how he 
quelled the Sinhala 
liberators and civilians, 
and according to this 
report the British 
mercilessly killed 
at least 
10,000 
people 
including 

innocent children and women. Further, he reported 
Wellassa ‘will never arise for next 300 years ahead’.  

‘We still feel the warmth of the blood they shed. Still 
hear the resonance of their cries’. Among the terrific 
footages of the horrific assassinations, the mass 
genocide in 1818 should be commemorated not to 
renew hostilities or avenge present Portuguese, 
Dutch or British but to recall the massive injustice 
done to our history. It is to also commemorate how 
the colonial rulers ruled over local gluttonous Sinhala 
chiefs, and how Tamil and Muslim minorities exploited 
the weak ancient Sinhale nation (Sri Lanka). We must 
never forget that we are still trapped in the 
conspiratorial political reticulations of colonial 
jurisdiction instead of fighting against or among us, 
ignoring the real foe. 

The 200th commemoration of 1818 mass genocide 
will fall in the year 2018. But, the execution and 
genocide against the majority Sinhalese and other 
native communities is still seen in different forms. 
Hence this art exhibition “Resonance of the Massacre 
1818-2018” will demand to dispense the justice and 
disclose the culprits of 1818 massacre. It is, in our 
view, a key not to the past, but to the future. 

A picture does speak a thousand words. “Resonance 
of the Massacre 1818-2018” is an art-exhibition of 20 
giant paintings, but will be an uncommon initiative, 
that depicts the brutal and frightening experiences of 
majority Sinhalese and native Tamils and Muslims 
during the dark era which began in 1505.  All the 
paintings will be accompanied by a historical 
summary citing sources to confirm authenticity.  The 
exhibition will be open for public on 25th, 26th and 
27th November, 2017 at Sri Sambuddhathwa 
Jayanthi Mandira (Level 3) from 9.00am to 7.30pm. 
The exhibition will be exhibited in other parts of the 
island soon after it is opened to the public in 
Colombo. 


