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‘Resonance of the Massacre 1818-2018’

is the reverberation of the cries of thousands of
majority Sinhalese, native Tamils and Muslims who
were assassinated brutally during colonial rule. Until

the so-called ‘independence’ was granted, the
natives were suffocated by the political, economical
and cultural injustices of Portuguese, Dutch and finally
the British since 1505. Climax of this brutality was the
“Rebellion of Uva Wellassa”, and the genocide in the
Kandyan Kingdom during the period of 1817-1818.

Native Sinhalese began uprising against the British
since 1816, after the colonial rulers started to breach
the conditions of the Kandyan Convention, which was
signed between the British and the chiefs of the
Kandyan Kingdom.

The British began the dreadful suppression against
the Sinhalese considering them as “rebels”. The
governor Robert Brownrigg declared the Scorched

Earth Policy “bimpalu”
strategy, to kill all the
civilians, including

children women and
even the cattle and

destroy the
properties, paddy
fields, irrigation
reservoirs, to
tame the
uprising.

Brownrigg proudly
reported how he
quelled the Sinhala
liberators and civilians,
and according to this
report the British
mercilessly killed
at least

10,000

people

including




