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Awards

received by
Lt. Gen. Denzil Lakshman Kobbekaduwa.
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Trinity College Kandy. Rugby Lion.
Highest award presented to outstanding players
representing the school’s first XV Rugby Team.
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As an officer in the Sri Lanka Army.

During his 32 year military career he received the Republic of Sri Lanka Armed
Services Medal, Army 25th Anniversary Medal, President's Inauguration
Medal, Sri Lanka Armed Services Long Service Medal, Vadamarachchi Opera-
tion Medal, Purna Bhumi Padakkama and Rana Wickrama Padakkama. He was
posthumously promoted to Lieutenant General and awarded the Vishista Seva
Vibhushanaya, Rana Sura Padakkama (twice), Uththama Seva Padakkama and
Desha Putra Sammanaya.

His widow Mrs. Lali Ratwatte Kobbekaduwa received the Uththama
Pooja Pranama Padakkama Medal in 2010.

RWP RSP VSV USP

Desha Putra Vadhamarachchi Purna Bhumi
Sammanaya Operation Medal Padakkama
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The Rana Wickrama Padakkama

(RWP, Combat Gallantry Medal)

(Sinhala: 6#n Bx® scwwmd)

is awarded to Sri Lankan military service personnel as a
reward for individual or associated acts of bravery in the
face of the enemy and performed voluntarily.

Rana Sura Padakkama

(RSP, Combat Excellence Medal)

(Sinhala: 6#n &0 &)

is awarded to service persons of all ranks of the Military of
Sri Lanka for individual acts of bravery and otherwise
distinguished conduct in the face of the enemy during active

deployment.

The Vishista Seva Vibhushanaya

(VSV, Distinguished Service Decoration)

(Sinhala: 8880 6t38) Sw®#nc ) is awarded to senior officers
of the Military of Sri Lanka in recognition of exceptional,
distinguished and loyal service provided they count not less
than twenty-five years of service and possess an unblemished

record of moral and military conduct.

The Uttama Seva Padakkama

(USP, Eminent Service Medal)

(Sinhala: 6550® 66380 &cwi®) is presented to all ranks of
the regular forces of the Sri Lankan military for valuable
service and devotion to duty marked by exceptional ability,
merit and exemplary conduct provided they count not less
than 15 years continuous and uninterrupted service and

possess an unblemished record of moral and military conduct.
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The Desha Putra Sammanaya

(Sinhala: e€® &3 e3@@)

Son of the Nation Award is a military decoration
awarded to service persons of the Military of Sri Lanka,
who were wounded in action, equivalent to the United
States Purple Heart.

The Vadamarachchi Operation Medal

(Sinhala: ©D@ED 6@eHE® ece®) was a campaign medal
presented to all ranks of the regular and volunteer forces of the
Military of Sri Lanka that served in the Vadamarachchi Operation
(26 May 1987 to June 1987), the last major campaign carried out
by the Sri Lankan military as part of Eelam War I before the
arrival of the Indian Peace Keeping Force in Sri Lanka. The award
was also awarded to civilians that aided in the operation.

The Purna Bhumi Padakkama

(Sinhala: ¢3%#0 9B ee5®)

was a military decoration awarded by the Military of Sri Lanka
(regular and volunteer) and Sri Lanka Police to all ranks of its
forces in recognition of service in various districts that were
regarded as theaters of the Sri Lankan Civil War.

The Uththama Pooja Pranama Padakkama

(Medal of Honour for Supreme Sacrifice)

(Sinhala: c552® &3e%) &8M® scwim®) is the medal presented
to the next of kin of all service persons of the military and
police of Sri Lanka in recognition of a service person's death
in the line of duty. It is awarded to the families of personnel

confirmed killed in action or missing in action.
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Lt. Gen. Denzil Kobbekaduwa
Planning out a strategy
while listening to the communication
set in the battlefront
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His achievements at his Alma Mater, Trinity College Kandy.

¢ Passed the University Entrance exam & qualified to gain admission to the
University of Peradeniya. However he opted for a career with the Ceylon
(Sri Lanka) Army.

# Senior Prefect. Trinity College Kandy 1960.

¢ Prefect. Lemuel House. 1959/60.

¢ Captain T.C.K. 1st XV Rugby Team 1959. Awarded the Rugby Lion.

¢ Vice-Captain T.C.K. 1st XI Hockey Team 1959. Awarded the Hockey Colours.

¢ Member of the T.C.K. 1st XI Cricket Team 1960.

His achievements as a Sportsman / Administrator at National level.
¢ Represented Ceylon (Sri Lanka) Rugby Football Union XV.
¢ Secretary Sri Lanka Rugby Football Union.
¢ Represented S.L. Army Sports Club XV & Kandy Sports Club XV. Clifford
Cup Tournament.
¢ Captained the Sri Lanka Army & Kandy Sports Club Rugby Teams.
@ Coached the Trinity College Rugby Teams 1967/1968/1969/1970.
¢ Coached the Sri Lanka Army team.
¢ President of the Referees Society Sri Lanka Rugby Football Union.
# He was an international Rugby referee and Refereed in Asian Tournaments.
¢ He was the first Trinitian to referee a Bradby Shield game, Royal vs Trinity.
¢ Member of the governing body of Duncan White Foundation.

06



DEDICATION

This note book of Tributes & Appreciations to a General is dedicated.

To the most respected person of the last century-Lt. Gen. Denzil Kobbekaduwa.
He was a great battle commander who fought a war with his fellow officers and
men of the Tri Services of Sri Lanka. The strategies adopted by him with
commitment and courage kept a silver line for the future leaders of the Security
Forces to ensure victory over the brutal LT.T.E. terrorists.

To the brave Men and Women soldiers of the Sri Lankan Tri forces, Members
of the Sri Lankan Police & the Civil Defence Force who extended great support
to Lt. Gen. Denzil Kobbekaduwa & sacrifices, to protect the nation and its
citizens from terrorism.

To the Parents of Lt. Gen. Denzil Kobbekaduwa, Late Mr. & Mrs. L.B.
Kobbekaduwa for permitting their son to join the S.L. Army and serve the
nation to eradicate terrorism.

To the Father in law & Mother in law of Lt. Gen. Denzil Kobbekaduwa, Late
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Ratwatte for the support and guidance provided by them
for the General to perform as a true Professional Soldier in the Sri Lanka Army.

To Lt. Gen. Denzil Kobbekaduwa’ s wife Mrs. Lali Ratwatte Kobbekaduwa, a
great lady who was always behind this General and supported all his activities
in the war front, Sports playing fields, Border Village projects, Armed Services
welfare projects, Armed services Hospital projects while single handedly bring-
ing up their three children Roshani, Shanilka and Dilshan.

Finally may I take this opportunity to mention to the members of the family of
Lt. Gen. Denzil Kobbekaduwa, “May all of them be blessed with courage to
move on with their lives despite the irreparable loss and raise their heads with
pride for the bravery of our hero who made a supreme sacrifice in defending
the Unity, Territorial Integrity and Sovereignty of our Motherland”. Also please
keep in mind that all you members of the Kobbekaduwa family are decedents
of the Famous Meegastenne Adigar who went to war with the invading Dutch
forces and won the battle to safeguard the Kandyan Kingdom.
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FOREWARD

A message from the children of Lt. Gen. Denzil Kobbekaduwa

Firstly special thanks to you Sunil Maama, Shirani Nanda, Gayan and
Rashika, Maneesha and Maduranga, for all the work put in to getting this

book of tributes together. It is much appreciated and will never be forgotten.

Our heartfelt thanks as well to everyone who took the time to send in

tributes and share their thoughts, memories and moments with us.

So we were asked to write a tribute to Appuchchi. There's so much to say

yet so few words to say it with. It's very difficult to put it in to words

Appuchchi was and always will be a huge part of us and who we are today.
He was the best father a child could have. His love for us was unending. He
was everything to us. Our world fell apart when we lost him. It was like

walking in to a dark tunnel. But this one had no light at the end of it.

As we said it's impossible to put it in to words. So maybe we 'l share a few
memories instead.... Like the time Roshani was due to go for her first
dance. Mind you she was 18 and going with two close cousins to the tea
trader’s dance. He was all worked up about it and finally agreed that she
could go but she had to be home at 22:00hrs. The dance was due to start at

One day he called in the morning. He tried his best to call every single day.
Well that specific day was Shanilka's bday and she happened to answer the
phone. It was a very normal how was school type of conversation. Then the

phone was handed over to ammi. A little while later she was called back to
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the phone and he's like... (in an indignant voice) why did you give the
phone to ammi before I could wish you? Whats wrong with you!! Never

admitting that he had forgotten!!

Then let’s talk about his projects. Like one time he calls ammi and says he
promised to do some work at the deaf and blind school in Anuradhapura
and can he send her a till or two to fill to collect money for it? She said ok.
Next morning! an army truck arrives and the whole truck bed is full!! Like
really full of these fat tins (like those old Anchor tins) made in to tills. Of
course ammi filled them all with donations with the help of her family and
friends. But appuchchi did get an earful in the process!! It wasn't the first
or last project either. The endless supply of toffee packs for the soldiers was
the biggest. Star, Dot and Milady toffees were all over our house all the time

and we were not allowed to touch a single one!!

He always tried to make the time for us and ammi always made sure we
went to where he was based every weekend so we could see him. He used
to love to sing nursery rhymes with malli which he recorded on a little
voice recorder and then play it back and sing it all over again so malli could

learn it better.

Once, while in Anuradhapura appuchchi let us go on a boat ride on Nach-
chaduwa Tank. Which was super fun until we capsized in the muddy
waters? Due to someone swinging their leg out (knowing the three of us we
are sure everyone can guess 'whodunnit!) Anyway, appuchchi's ankle was
badly swollen due to a scorpion bite but it didnt stop him from jumping in
to the tank to come and save us. Ammi's first thought of course was that the
scorpion venom had gone to his brain and he'd gone mad when she saw
him throw his shirt off and do a hobbling run, before jumping in to the

muddy waters!
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He used to love to come to Colombo and have a glass of whiskey or brandy
and relax. His drinking partner?!! - our grandmother "'punchi' who loved to

have a sherry or brandy with him and chat.

Once he got in to a lot of trouble! He was back home for 2nights and prom-
ised to take ammi to choose a saree for a wedding. So ammi gets all her
chores done super fast (we were possibly 3 of the most messy children on
earth) and gets ready to go out. Meanwhile, appuchchi had decided he
should help Roshani to clean out and set up the little pond he built outside,
which took till lunch time. Boy was ammi mad! He got the silent treatment
and he couldnt figure out what he had done. But it didn’t stop him trying

to butter her up all through lunch and in the evening it was hilarious!

So many memories too many to share and too painful to recall since we
won’t have any more of them with him... It's sad that our children, Nishan-

tha and Shawn never got the chance to meet him.

Having said all that - Appuchchi would not have been able to do the things
he did without Ammi. She was the wind beneath his wings! She had to
always be a mother and a stand in father. Her life was not easy! With 3 kids
struggling with losing their father, the grief of losing her partner in crime,
looking after all of us, the death threats and harassment because she
continued with the commission of inquiries to establish the truth and so
much more...but she just took it all in her stride and still does. We didn't
just have an amazing father we also have an amazing mother. Similar to the
Russian Matryoska dolls she has many layers and is an amazing role model

to us. So Thank you Ammi for putting up with us.

@ Roshani, Shanilka and Dilshan
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A message from the Sons in Law of Lt. Gen. Denzil Kobbekaduwa

What are legends made of?
“I alone cannot change the world, but I can cast a stone across the water

to create many ripples.” Mother Theresa. My brother in law (Nishantha)
and I are very unfortunate not to have met our father in law, Uncle

Denzil, better known as the People’s General.

Taking the essences out of Mother Teresa's quote, it is the many ripples
in the water or should I say the many lives that he has made such an
impact on and the lasting impressions during his life that has helped us

to get to know him as a person.

Although we don’t have personal events/experiences to share, we truly
get an essence or a glimpse of what it would have been to have him
around, through the work that Aunty Lali does up to date, such as proj-
ects through the Kobbekaduwa trust which was set up in uncle's name to
help soldiers, their families and the scholarship programs for differently
abled soldiers scarred for life with war injuries/trauma, or the strength
she had to show and continues to show in making sure her three children

are okay, even with the loss of their hero.

It’s amazing that to date, even with the war being over for so many years
a number of our soldiers keep writing to her, seeking her help, unfortu-
nately even though the war has ended and many people have moved on,
there are so many soldiers and their families still needing help to move
forward with their lives. Aunty Lali always seems to find a way in her own
little way to help these soldiers the best way she can, but I must say it’s
becoming more challenging day by day as funds and donations have all

but seem to have faded away. Yet she continues to strive to help these
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heroes to keep their spirits up and showing them respect regardless of

their rank.

There is a saying that you don’t only marry the girl, you marry the entire
tamily, in this case what an awesome outcome for us both. The Kob-
bekaduwa ladies are as strong hearted as they get, yes both of us have our
handful managing these three dynamic ladies, but luckily we are not

outnumbered and Dilshan (Mallie) balances things out.

We see so much of him, in Roshani, Shanilka & Dilshan, the biggest com-
pliment to a father is if your children grow up with the right ethics, integ-
rity and attitude and very simply become a good human being who truly
cares about people and knows the simple right and wrong about the

choices they make.

There isn’t a single day, we don’t feel their loss, they may not speak about
it, but the pain and the loss they feel to date can be seen in their eyes. I
recall Dilshan walking both of his sisters down the aisle on their wedding
day, stepping in for his appuchchi, how much uncle would have given to

have done that himself. What a bittersweet moment.

However, it would be reasonable to assume that our path to obtain his
daughters hands in marriage may have not been an easy one if we had to
seek his permission first, to date I recall the many charity projects we had
to execute and the many vesak Kuddus we had to make to win Aunty’s
permission. We can only imagine what uncle would have put us through
to win his trust and respect. However, it would have definitely been

worth it as we would have met him in person.

The greatest honor we can bestow on him and his legendary character is

to live by some of his core values, care about people who were less fortu-
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nate regardless of their religion, or race, work hard on something you

believe in and give it your all.

These are some of the values we hope to instill in his grandchildren;
Kimaya, Kevann, Kai & Kinani, what wouldn’t he have given up to have
met them. Aunty keeps reminding us that we would have never been
allowed to correct them, if he was around...Roshani and Shani speak of
the times; he used to come home for quick visits in between operations,
the very rare occasions he was in Colombo and how they would speak for

long hours.

This is something our kids will unfortunately never experience and will
miss dearly. They speak of big aththa as if they have met him and it’s no
surprise that both grandsons (Kevaan & Kai) love playing rugby, whilst
the eldest granddaughter (Kimaya) loves to swim, Kinani is the smallest
of them all and she often talks about the many make believe activities she
does with Big Aththa.

Uncle Sunil, a very big thank you for taking the time to compile this book
in Uncle Denzil's memory, both Nishantha and I would probably be the
only two people in this book who have not met him in person, but in
many ways, we also feel we have. We truly appreciate all the hard work,

the amount of thought and effort you have put in to it.

I hope someday that we will be able to measure up to this great man, a
true legend and man that we both look up to, and with the hope that we
will meet him somewhere in heaven and share a glass of whisky with

him, on the rocks of course!

May his soul rest in peace!

Nishantha & Shawn.
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A message
from the Grand Children of Lt. Gen. Denzil Kobekaduwa

It’s a shame we couldn’t meet Big Aththa! We are very sad! But we get to hear
lots of awesome stories about him and we love to hear them!! We all wish he

was here!

Aththa tells us that if he was here he would not have let our parents scold us

We LOVE you Big Aththa. We will meet you one day up in the stars. Wait for
us... Lots and lots of love and hugs and kisses,

@ Kimi, Kevi, Kai and Kinani

Grandchildren of General Denzil Kobbekaduwa
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The Trinity College Crest of Alma Mater
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TRINITY COLLEGE,
KANDY.

MONITOR'S PLEDGE.

On being appointed a Monitor | he m
. reby pledge my

To work loyally with the Principal, the Prefects and
my fellow-monitors in maintaining the traditions of
our predecessors:

So to discipliae my own character as to it me
to exercise wiscly and courageously the asuthority
entrusted to me :

To co-operate wholcheartedly with my House-masters
and all other members of the Stafl in the Service
of the School @

To strive with all my power to uphold and hand
on untarnished the honous of the School :

To befriend all who are younger than myself, and
1o be an example to them,

The first Monitors pledge taken by Lt. Gen. Denzil Kobbekaduwa as a senior student
when he was admitted to the Trinity College Kandy school officers’ guild.

15



Objectives

of this Initiative & Appreciation
to all those who supported the project.

As a person who had first-hand information as to how Gen. Denzil Laksh-
man Kobbekaduwa moved around within the Sri Lankan society & in
other countries in this so called planet earth and written many articles
regarding his contribution to all Sri Lankans as a born Leader and a States-
man, there were many request to me from his followers to write his biogra-
phy and publish it. However it was felt that more information should be
gathered from the outside world by giving an opportunity to personnel
who were known to him to make a comment of this great personality. Also
for the younger generation to express their views as to how he achieved
great leadership skills and commanded the respect of all. However I am
enclosing notes, tributes, testimonies written about the most respected
person of the last century Lt. General Denzil Kobbekaduwa for the people

to decide what type of a leader / statesman he was.

I have included a large amount of tributes sent during the past six weeks by
Sri Lankans living in our motherland & overseas to Lt. General Denzil
Lakshman Kobbekaduwa. This will help all readers of this note book -
Tributes & Appreciations to a General to determine and form their own
opinion about this great personality and what type of leadership style he
adopted. Generally the leadership styles adopted by most of the leaders are
Dictatorial, Autocratic, Democratic & Laissez - Faire (Free Rein) and they
work on one style. However Lt. General Denzil Kobbekaduwa was a
unique person with skills to adopt different leadership styles to suit the
occasion. He was a great strategist, quick to make decisions, stood by his
colleagues & was always flexible. This resulted him commanding the

respect of all. That's why he was known as the People’s General.
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The Dictatorial Leader. - Gets work done through fear. He tells his human
resource team exactly what to do and how to do it. Leaves little room for

questions. Achieve results through threat of penalties or punishment.

The Autocratic Leader. - Makes all decisions all by himself and force his
team to depend upon him exclusively. He also tells them what to do and
how to do it, but normally does not use fear as a means of achieving

results.

The Democratic Leader. - This leader makes full use of the talents & the
abilities of his team by getting them to participate in decision making and
problem solving. He uses requests and suggestions rather than direct
orders to get things done. As far as possible allow his team to have control

over their work.

The Laissez - Faire (or Free Rein) Leader. - This type of leader allow his
team to establish its own goals and decisions, seldom gives orders but
instead contacts the team to provide them with information necessary to

execute their task.

To me the leadership style General Denzil Kobbekaduwa adopted was the
Democratic style. However, when the situation demanded to change the
style of leadership he did so but after achieving the desired result he quick-
ly changed back to the more democratic style of leadership. This flexibility

was his success story.

Therefore, I feel that contents in this note book — Tributes & Appreciations
to a General will be of great value for the leadership skills development of
future leaders of Sri Lanka and for them to decide on what leadership style
they should follow to build a Sri Lankan nation for the generations to

follow.
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I do not intend publishing this note book — Tributes and Appreciations to
a General and make it available in book shops. A limited edition of this
note book Tributes and Appreciations to a General will be shared with the
Kobbekaduwa family, Trinity College Library, S.L. Defence Establishment
Libraries & contributors of tributes and use it as a read / reference book
for future leaders of Sri Lanka. Indeed they can use this book for their case

studies to develop their leadership skills and the leadership style to adopt.

To Dear Friends, Relations, Ex Armed Service Personnel, Present Armed
Service Personnel, Members of the Trinity College Old Boys Associations

& Members of Sri Lanka Rugby.
May I take this opportunity to say a big Thank You to all who found the

time to contribute by sending tributes even after 26 years of his demise.
Also your contributions to this project will help future leaders of Sri Lanka
to develop their leadership skills and in building a better nation for our

Future Generations.

Finally I have to offer a bouquet of flowers to Mrs. Lali Kobbekaduwa &
the children Roshani, Shanilka & Dilshan for the support given to me to

embark on this project.

Sunil Keppetipola.
15th September 2018.
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A photograph of then
Lt. Col. of his regiment,
The Armoured Corps
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A photograph of then

Brig. Denzil Kobbekaduwa
taken at the Royal College of
Defence Studies,

- Defence Academy of

the United Kingdom.
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I remember meeting...

..Major General Denzil Kobbekaduwa
sometime in 1973. It was in the compound of St Theresa’s, Thimbiri-
gasyaya. He had brought his wife Lali to church for morning 8.15 mass.

Whilst she was praying he was reading a newspaper in the car.

No sooner he saw me than he jumped out of the car and had along conver-
sation about the church. It was the beginning of a friendship that lasted to
his dying day.

On and off we met and as he climbed the steps of the of the Army ladder,
he kept on expressing his deep sense of the value of life. This manifested

itself in his concern for all people.

I remember being at his home one evening before he died. We were seated
in the verandah, when he directed my attention to a window opposite and
said can you see the shadow on the window? That’s my guardian angel?

Someone was keeping a tab on him. But he was not worried.

Later in the evening two officers came after a very strenuous spell of duty
somewhere. Denzil excused himself and met them and insisted that they

take their supper and then get back.

That was Denzil all the way through. Concern for others was foremost in
his mind. And much more for the members of his family. One of the things
he often used to says was that he was looking forward to the day when he

could relax with his family and go out for swims with his children.

I fully agree with Gen. Gerry De Silva who said that Gen Denzil was trust-
ed, admired and highly respected by also Tamils of every political tincture
for his sterling qualities of fair play, honesty and integrity.

Rev. Fr. Neil Dias Karunaratne. C SsR.
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Shield Rugby encounter in 1969, when he was coaching the Trinity College

team and I was leading the Royal College team. From that day onwards, until
the tragic loss of this great son of our nation on the 8th of August 1992, I had
the honour of closely associating with him as his teammate on the Army
rugby team and as his subordinate officer in the Armoured Corps. I have
served under his leadership in several military operations and I consider
myself very fortunate to have been in that position of association.

It is very rarely that all the qualities of a good sportsman, an excellent leader,
a skillful commander and a true gentleman are all embodied in one
outstanding person. General Denzil was such an exemplary individual.

The quote in the last New Year Greetings Card I received from him before his
untimely death sums up his military philosophy in a quote from Sun Tzu: “A
skilled commander seeks victory from the situation and does not demand it
from his subordinates.” General Denzil was such a truly skilled commander.

Many readers of this note will have their own unique memories of this giant
among men. I share this treasured card and a photograph I have had with me
for all these years with the readers, in the hope that this will give the readers

a glimpse of General Denzil through my eyes as well.

Harin Malwatte.
\ : ; Retired Lt Col of the
e Sommert cone ey e e i FOA PSS | Y Armoured Corps.

dead ot demand it of his subordinates” - SUM TZU




N3 DENZIL - ASPORTSMAN BEYOND PLAYING FIELDS

I had the pleasure of collaborating with Denzil in sporting projects in

addition to the close friendship shared by our families.

Denzil excelled in elite level sport, initially in the National Rugby League
and subsequently army sport programs. Working alongside him as an
official of the Sri Lanka Ministry of Sport, what became evident was his
commitment to share his expertise and give of his best to help his men

achieve their sporting goals and dreams.

One such highlight was his vision to voluntarily implement a sport and
recreation program in Jaffna back in 1987. His aim was to improve the
quality of life for all people residing in the district, building a foundation
of genuine harmony through participation in an active lifestyle.

Hallam & Barbara Pereira. Family Friends Living in Australia.??

ee

head over heels in love with Lali. They were affectionately referred to as

I was introduced to Denzil by Lali in the 1960's, when Denzil was

"The Patiyas”". When Nadé and I were resident in Camberley, Surrey,
United Kingdom. In 1974 Denzil was sent to staff college, Camberley,
Surrey, UK. for further training. He was accompanied by his loving wife
Lali, most part of their free time was spent with us. Denzil was respected
and liked greatly by the other participants who came from several other

countries.
Denzil was a gentleman to his fingertips, a sincere friend, a good

husband, and a doting father. He was a treat to humanity, an exceptionally

kind nature and will live in our hearts and prayers endlessly.

2

Kalvi Nadeswaran. Family friend.
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N3 AN OFFICER AND A GENTLEMAN

I only had the pleasure of knowing Lieutenant General Denzil Kob-
bekaduwa (Uncle Denzil) for the first 13 years of my life. Much of what I
know of him was conveyed by my parents, who were long-time family

friends.

Truthfully, I only derived an appreciation for Lieutenant General Denzil
Kobbekaduwa’s achievements following his unfortunate demise. This was
through the many accolades and tributes which describing a most highly

ranked war hero and National treasure.

I daresay this was owing to his qualities as a gentleman superseding even
his decorated career. For I recall a humble man with impeccable manners
and a down to earth manner of speaking. Completely devoid of the ego
characteristic of other high ranking men in whichever walk of life. He had
a kind word and a shy smile for everyone he encountered and as a result

was loved by all.

Not many people receive a message of condolence from their military
opposition upon their passing. Lieutenant General Denzil Kobbekaduwa’s
ability to fight the good fight with honour had clearly earned him the
respect of friend and foe alike. In the eyes of a thirteen year old boy, this is

the true measure of a man and an example to which one could only aspire.

29

Michael Pereira. Presently living in Australia.

((Late Lt. General Denzil Kobbekaduwa.

An officer and a gentleman of the highest caliber.
Your untimely loss is a misfortune for Sri Lanka.
May you attain Nibbana.

Asita Abayasekera. T.C.K. 1957-1 968.29
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years during the height of terrorism in Northern Province. He is an

I Worked for Late General Denzil Kobbekaduwa closely for two

extraordinary human being full of commitment and an honest leader with
human qualities which majority lacks. He is a leader with vision and
wisdom for rightful decision making. His energetic charisma that was
devoted to the task in achieving the objective within the limited timelines
was well respected and accepted by all levels senior and junior to him. He
held a very calm and quiet composure who had the ability to give a hear-
ing to all levels. For him Army was his second home where he looked after
his men like his own children. We pray for his soul to be in God’s heavenly
kingdom.”

Colonel (Retd) Ranjith Rupasinghe.”

¢ Having known him so well as a coach, a mentor and a leader I fail
to find words in the dictionary to describe him. Perhaps he was too pure
to live in this world. I can write a thousand incidents where he displayed
his humane character whilst leading men into battle. One lifetime is not
sufficient to write all of his deeds because they were all shining qualities of

leadership in various of facets of what our religious leaders preach about.

Maj. Gen. ( Retd ) Nihal Marambe. T.C.K./ S.L.Army.”

€€ The year 1954 I was in the Trinity College university entrance
form (form 11),1I first came to hear of a student in the junior school whose
name was Denzil Kobbekaduwa. He was the nephew of my classmate
Kavan Rambukwella of rugby fame. I came to know that Denzil is an able
athlete and had also been in the junior school cricket and rugby teams. He
had excelled in these activities. He had also taken part in many other
academic activities and was found to have leadership qualities and was

appointed as the senior prefect. His keenness to join the Army resulted in
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giving up his senior prefect ship at Trinity College & also gave up the idea
of receiving the coveted Ryde Gold Medal for the Best all round student.
He had played in the college 1st xi cricket, 1st xi hockey and 1st xv rugby
teams and earned College colours for hockey and the lion for Rugby foot-
ball. He was the Vice-captain of the Hockey team & Captain of the Rugby

team.

After leaving school, as expected he had joined the Ceylon Army (Sri
Lanka Army). Some of his activities in the army are mentioned in the
excellent book “Road to Nandikadal” written by Major General Kamal
Guneratne. He was highly respected and loved by both the soldiers and

officers. His unelected death is a tremendous loss to Sri Lanka.

Dr. Samson Herat. T.C. K./ Former Survey General - Sri Lanka.

ee

It gives me a great satisfaction to write the following lines on this
great personality; My memories runs back to 1991 when as a young Sub
Lieutenant I was send to Anuradhapura Div. HQ as the Navy Liaison
Officer (NLO) to coordinate Naval support for the ongoing Operation
Balavegaya in Vettalaikerni in the North-Eastern Sea board. As my Fast
Attack Craft (P453 in 1991, I was the Second in Command) was under
repair after developing an engine defect I was ordered to go and establish
a HF Communication set at Rear HQ of Brigadier Denzil Kobbekaduwa.
My first impression of him ran along with many military leaders that I
have read through the books; starting from WW II to Falklands. When he
came down one day to A "Pura to brief the staff of what is happening in the
shores of Vettalaikerni, and what is required to be done, I must say that it
reinforced my impressions. Needless to say he was an inspiration for me as
a young officer, with everything of his; from speech, language, personality,

and the cakes his wife (as i was told at that time) made available to us!
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I must admit that we young officers in 1990-1991 era were eager to hear his
voice in the communication channels sometimes 'christening' senior
officers, all in English, flowing as cascading water much to our delight that

some of our seniors getting Denzil's Dose!

But for what he left with us, we made it happen! We made sure that we lead
our own flotillas and fleets to victory by same charisma and character that

I/ We were blessed to be groomed with.

Commodore Y.N. Jayarathna. RWP RSP USP psc MSC”

(Defence Studies) MSc (Hydrography)

LATE GENERAL DENZIL LAKSHMAN KOBBEKADUWA

e i |
fae] v

1959 :1" XV RUGBY TEAM
-

N.T.Madugalie, M Peiris, W.H.8.de Soysa, CH.Seneviratne, V.| Kodituwakin

W.ilangantilake, N.Halangeda, LS. Ratwatte, T.P.Herman, LW Jayawardena, 5.C.de 57ja, G.Fernande, H.Chunchi, R.Madena, fLW.Madugalle, P.5Samarakoon

Sxated
C.AOrof{Principall, M. Tahwaatte, M.Azain, E.D.K Roles, DL KobbeladuwalCaptain) A Bultjens, Danakiram, K.Murray, P.Madugalieicoach)

((Having played Rugby for Trinity College 1st XV in 1959 under
Denzil’s captaincy. I could say that he was a leader who did inspire his
team-mates to give off their best. An ideal personality for the Armed
forces.His early death is a great loss to us all.

Rihal Madugalle. T.C.K.
291/A, D.S.Senanayake Street, Kundy”
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Commander under Major General Denzil Kobbekaduwa who was the

I had the privilege and the good fortune to serve as a Battalion

most loved and respected Divisional Commander in the Sri Lanka Army

when he was alive.

Lt. Col. Anil Amarasekera (Retired) T.C.K. / S.L.Army.”

Denzil was a close friend at Trinity, Sandhurst and the Army. He
came to Sandhurst an year after me. We played Rugby together for Trinity
and the Army.

He was very unfairly treated by the Government placing him on Compul-
sory Leave without any justification. He was later reinstated without any
charges against him. This never demoralized him and he turned out to be
one of the best Generals whose drive and determination played a major
part in defeating the LTTE.

He had a lovely personality. His service to the Country is incomparable, &
he lead from the front and was fearless. He set an excellent example for

others to follow.

Sena de Sylva T.C.K. / S.L. Army. (Reth”

ee

Denzil, the team captain, stood up for me when a senior master
tried to prevent me from playing for Trinity saying that at 15 years, I was
too young. However I played thanks to Denzil. Denzil demonstrated his

outstanding leadership qualities even as a schoolboy.

Jayantha Jayewardene Trinity rugby captain 1961.”
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€81 have been a classmate of Denzil and this is what he wrote in my
autograph and at a tender age of 16. One should appreciate his concern for
others which he demonstrated all through his life
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I will enumerate another two incidents,

1. I was playing for Havelocks in 1961 and in the Kandy match played at
Nittawala; Denzil was playing as Fullback for Kandy. I was almost 200
Ibs and when I got the ball about 25 yards from the line and only Denzil
to beat I went straight at him expecting him to move, which was some
other would have done, but he bent down and gave me the head on
crash tackle and I went reeling and I appreciated his courage to have
done that.

2. I was taken to the Army well past my prime and was stationed at
Haputale and there was a passing out parade and the salute was taken
by Maj. Gen. Denzil Kobbekaduwa. Iasa Captain was standing on the
other side of the parade grounds and Denzil saw me and at the end of
the parade to the surprise of every one he walked right across and spoke
to me and invited me to his table. Here I appreciated his love for a

friend which broke the barriers of the ranks in Army

Gamini Weerasinghe. T.C.K./ Plantation Industry,”
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resolve was fueled by his fierce loyalty to his subordinates, his unrivalled

Denzil Kobbekaduwa was a man of uncompromising resolve. This

resilience, and his leadership both on and off the Rugby field. A man of
great distinction with an uncompromising demeanor towards honesty to

all he associated with, without fear or favour."

Fred Prins T.C.K. presently living in Australia

If anyone had suggested in 1968 that there would be a reunion fifty
(50) years later, I would think them bonkers!!! The truth is that well-mean-
ing people like you, Shanti and Iswan along with others have decided to
reunite our fellowship, team unity, and a collaboration of thoughts and the
recollection of times gone by, all good, bad and indifferent. Yes we have all
moved on, some overseas some still at home and yet some flying between
countries maintaining Lanka as their home base. The common denomina-
tors however are that we were and are ALL the products of TRINITY, we
wore the jersey with pride, and yes this was sacred as we ALL had to earn

it by selection based on merit.

We were all the products of the under 17’s under Mr. Hilary Abeyratne, a
man with pride and vision and moreover a record of having his teams over
a considerable time being undefeated, let alone having the ignominy of

having their line crossed!!!

This was our initial grounding at a school representative level, and many

of us over the years went on to greater deeds and accomplishments.

The sad fact however is that some of our teammates are not around
anymore, some like me, through circumstance, are not present to remi-
nisce on our deeds and times, introduce our spouses, children and grand-
children to each other, and then wish those that are now presently carry-
ing the flag all the best.
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I would like to single out one person that we ALL had an association with,
I allude to a man of distinction, resolve and pride; I refer to the Late Major
General Denzil Kobbekaduwa. Denzil was our coach, in my case the Cap-
tain of the Kandy Sports Club that I along with Shafi, Sam, D M Bala and
Iswan were fortunate to be a part of while still at school, and then progress
to the Cup final. We may have been the first school boys to have this
honour, I am not completely sure, I can stand corrected.

Denzil was Sandhurst trained, leadership was instilled in him, and I
considered him as a mate, a great coach, a great person and above all, a
team man with his charges foremost in his consideration. He demonstrat-

ed this attribute on numerous occasions.

I would also like to acknowledge Messrs Madugalle and Abeyratne for
their dedication in coaching the team, for instilling in us with team play,
not individuality and pride in our execution in the game with unrivalled
sports man ship and fair play. I must not fail to mention Messrs. Marathe-
lis and Vitty who supplied us with the footballs all pumped up. Two
outstanding grounds men, also Mr. Banda the Bus Driver we teased from
time to time.

Last but by no means least, I would like to sincerely thank you all for your
team play, friendship and solidarity.

I would surely be proud if all those present can spend a moment of silence
to remember those of us no longer here.

Both my wife Lile and I wish all those present a happy time, full of stories
and yarns of the past. I feel very privileged to have been associated with all
of you. May you and you families have many more reunions; and may your
God bless you all.

Cheers from Australia,
Left Winger Fred Prins.
Trinity Colours 68/69, Outstation and Combined schools,

68/69, KSC, and Clifford cup finalist!!! RESPICE FINEM”
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bravest, compassionate and most loved Dissava of the Kandyan Kingdom.

A true descendent of the great Meegastenna Adigar one of the

There are no more words to describe him

Dr.Janaka Goonethileka. Researcher , Author. 2

€€ We last met when at Sandhurst he visited me at the London Clinic
in 1966 where I was having treatment following my motor accident in Sri

Lanka.
'AN OFFICER AND GENTLEMAN' could never have been more

aptly stated! Only God will know how life in Sri Lanka could have
changed had he lived!

Reggie Rajiah. A Friend.”

ce

Denzil Kobbekaduwa was a role model to the armed services.

I agree with the sentiments expressed by many that General

I realized the role he played in the war that killed Sri Lankans of two com-
munities due to an Ethnic divide. He was a General who mixed love and
affection to both communities effected during the war along with
performing his duties as an Army General. If we had a few more Army

personnel like him reconciliation can be achieved without a problem.
God takes away the good early.

Selvadurai Sivapathasuntharam. Attorney at Law, Friend.”
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((All his relatives, friends everywhere, irrespective of their
colour, caste, political affiliations had the highest admiration, regard &
love for this exceptionally great son of Sri Lanka, The vacuum he left

can never be filled.

Herbert Kapuwatte, B.com (Lond), 99
M_.A ( Business Administration), Ph. D:.

te General Denzil Kobbekaduwa as I saw him Such a simple man but
a Great Human and a Fearless Warrior - Denzil Kobbekaduwa
(1940-1992)

Arjuna Goonetilleke. Architect. Cousin??

te He was a legend and no doubt he was such a valiant soldier, He
didn’t care for his life and was always there when the country needed him.
His untimely death is a great loss to the entire nation. He will remain alive

in our hearts forever.

Tissa Goonetilleke. Relation.”

€€An Officer and a Gentlemen, who led the Soldiers from the front
to fight and destroy the most ruthless terrorist's, the World has ever seen.
Irrespective of Race, Religion, Caste, Creed, he was a highly respected
human being and his qualities were an example to all of us. Sadly, he was

taken away very early in life, but his legend will live on.

Gehan Bandaranayake. T.c.k.2?
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knew him personally. At best I knew of him. Hence I am not someone who

Just as much as I have my greatest Regard for D L K, I can't say I

can say anything personal.

Best wishes,
Gota Dassanayaka. Legal Profession. / T.C.K.?

ce MESSAGE ABOUT DENZIL KOBBEKADUWA FROM A FRIEND

I remember Denzil as a good friend who loved to relax after a hard day’s
work, typical of a conscientious man. He had a knack of relating anecdotes
from the past particularly of his playing days of Rugby for his school, the
Army and his Club Kandy S.C, which held us spellbound. Denzil also
loved to go across to the Mess for a quick drink when an opportunity was
afforded on a holiday .One day Lali and my wife Nixi fancied having a few
Vadai’s and Denzil gladly volunteered to bring them. Of course Denzil
with his inimitable laugh said Anton, first things first and we made a
beeline to the mess for a quick one .One drink led to another and by the
time we went to the Vadai shop all the vadai’s were over. Of course we did
not have mobile phones at that time, and when Lali, who was irritated with
the delay, contacted the mess boy, the good loyal soul denied, that Major
Kobbekaduwa came to the mess. We agreed to settle on a tale of a flat tyre
but we got the full barrage of the military at home when we returned with-
out the Vada’s, as they refused to believe us .One aspect which was the
highlight of his life was his dedication to the Army. I remember the time he
was offered a lucrative appointment in a reputed Bank in the private sector
but he refused to accept it saying that money was not everything .He
placed his career in the Army above everything else and thus made an
immense contribution by serving the Army with distinction and laying
down his life for his motherland.

Anton Abeysekara. Mercantile Sector / Family Friend.”
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te Thanking you for the great opportunity. His leadership style is a
great inspiration to all leaders of this country. I belong to the category who
believes that the leaders are born. It will be a fitting tribute if you could
compile all biographies of leaders produced by Trinity for the benefit of
the emerging leaders. All descendants of such leaders may join hands to
promote leadership in TCK through a transparent quantifiable young

leader’s selection process.
Let our thoughts be a fitting tribute to Denzil Kobbekaduwa.
29

Dammike Kobbekaduwe. Cousin.

€€ Denzil was a Trinitian we can all be very proud of. He had the
ability to see the big picture, make strategic decisions and then inspire and
lead his team to achieve the established goals. He was a great leader who
left the world in a much better place than when he arrived. We miss him.

We thank his memory and his legacy.

Regards,

Sarath Weerasinghe. T.C.K.”

¢e
Trinity in 1969 and 1970. He made us tough. Two rounds around Asgiriya

Denzil as we fondly called him, was our 1st XV Rugger Coach at

after practice and then up to Bahirawa Kande and back to Asigiriya for 2
additional rounds, to complete the day. He never made us do anything
what he couldn’t do himself. Praise was given when praise was due and we
were chided when we deserved it. More than all he was fair... a gentleman

and a decent human being.

Rohan Tennekoon. T.C.K. / Plantation industry Burma (Myanmar )”
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€®Lt. General Denzil Kobbekaduwa is a “General” to the last letter.
He was an inspiration to thousands of soldiers of all ranks throughout his
period of command and does continue to be a source of inspiration to
many in the Army, who have still been serving since his era. Gen. Kob-
bekaduwa is a role model of a leader, a comrade and an officer and a
gentleman for which, few may be able to compete with him. I always
consider it as a privilege and an honour to be serving under him as his
A.D.C. at very early stage of my military career and he does and will always

remain a role model in my entire life.

Brig. Swarna Bothota. RWP, RSP, USP, psc.??

CCEIVE SENTENCES FROM ME ABOUT LI. GENERAL
DENZIL KOBEKADUWA.

1. He was a great leader and a thorough gentleman.
2. He was a good sportsman and a superb rugby player, coach and referee.

3.1 was lucky to serve under the great man at AHQ as a Captain and then
later in Pooneryn as a Lt. Col.

4. He was ambitious and had the best Army battle plans at the time.
5. The war prolonged another 17 years w .e. f. late 1992 because of his
untimely death.

Regards

Lt Col Shane Balthazaar (Retd)

A former Commanding Officer of the 4th Bn Sri Lanka Light Infantry in ?
Pooneryn, Madagal & Chedikulam 1992 and 1993.

He was truly an officer and a gentleman. Sad we lost him, May he

rest in peace.

b
Max Perera (Capt. - CEME+)
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€€ Denzil was an Officer & Gentleman par excellence. Even an officer
of this stature, honour & accomplishment, was acutely mindful of the
“Bullet from the back”.. Wither , Sri Lanka - Wonder of Asia!!!!

Dr. Dan Seevaratnam. T.C.K. & Plantation Industry.”

te Denzil Kobbekaduwa has been a good role model to all who knew him.
Charmain Abraham (Nilani Seevaratnam) T.C.K. / Living in U.K.”

((RE. DENZIL.
The day-10 years after Denzil's death. The place: SLNS Karainagar

(Jaffna).Event: Billet inspection; Commander Tilak Weerasinghe SLN
inspecting - all bed side lockers open. Scene; each and every locker less
two, despite regulations not to have anything unauthorized in them had a
picture of Denzil. The 2 empty lockers were by empty beds. An eternal SL
hero Please also see my article in the CDN of 8 Aug 2006- 'Great Generals

remembered'

Maj Gen (Retd.) Lalin Fernando. T.C.K./ S.L. Army.”

ee

I just read the nice tributes paid to a great officer and gentleman
Denzil Kobbekaduwa. His untimely death was a great loss not only to the
family and friends but to the whole country. I was fortunate to meet him a
couple of times at the CR&FC with my brother Lionel and we enjoyed his
company. I can picture him and his laughter, all in all a great personality,

missed by all. Rich and poor.

Stanley Almeida. Former G.S.M. Unilever Ceylon.”
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e He was an honorable Soldier who sacrificed his life to the Nation

and his name is written in Sri Lankan history in golden letters.

May he attain Supreme bliss of Nibbana!!!

Capt. (Retd) Ariyasena Sooriyabandara, SLE,.”

I wish I had the privilege to know (better), this outstanding officer
and gentlemen, who did so much and sacrificed his life for the country.
He was very much senior to me in school. Although I was not a ruggerite,
I had the good fortune to be on the same playing field (Asgiriya) when he
was coaching the TCK first fifteen in the late 60s. May he attain nibbana.

Hiran Herat T.C.K. / World Bank.

((A great loss to humanity.
Regards,

Nihal Ratwatte. T.C.K. / Plantation Industries.”

((My rugby team mate and close Alisonian buddy you were a true
Officer. & Gentleman.

Malcolm Dias T.C.K.”
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S Vs ”
L To R Rear Admiral H. R. Ameraweera, Admiral Clancy Fernando,
Lt. Gen. Denzil Kobbekaduwa, Gen. Hamilton Wanasinghe.

¢ TRIBUTE TO A FINE HUMAN BEING
AND A NATURAL LEADER

I, as teenager, became aware of the late Major General Denzil Kob-
bekaduwa’s name first as a nippy scrum half of Trinity and Army fame and
also as a Sandhurst trained Officer. My enthusiasm for Cricket, Rugger
and also as a senior cadet of my school had a direct influence on this

awareness.

My naval career which started in 1974 as an Officer Cadet gave me the
opportunity to be a part of the military and understand and observe lead-

ership of armed forces from a distance.

Then I had the privilege of meeting the late General Denzil Kobbekaduwa
mainly due to closer interaction of armed forces in joint operations to

tackle insurrection and terrorism.

In 1981, I, as a young Lieutenant commanding Short Patrol Craft “Thara-
wa” in Karainagar was assigned as Staff Officer to the Commanding
Officer of SLNS Elara (then Senior most Naval Officer in the North) and
then Major Kobbekaduwa with my Commanding Officer met at his Jaffna
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residency. Major Kobbekaduwa was the Staff Officer to the overall North-
ern Command. Although the circumstances and the situation in the North
was tense, Major Kobbekaduwa after speaking to my Commanding
Officer fired a few questions at me to make a quick assessment and to make
me comfortable, although he could have easily ignored me given the
circumstances and seniority gap. It left me wondering why he did that. He
valued all levels of military officer hood and made everyone feel import-

ant.

Sri Lanka Navy having suspended playing A Division Rugger in 1983
returned to the fray in 1987 to beat the star studded and all conquering
Police Sports Club under Marso in 1989 to enter Clifford Cup final. A
surprise telephone call was connected to me and the caller was the late
General Kobbekaduwa to congratulate the Navy and wanting to speak to
the Captain of the Navy team. I was the Chairman, Rugger and traced
Lieutenant Parakrama Samaraweera, the lanky Second row forward from
Kingswood, Kandy (Lt. Parakrama Samaraweera made the supreme sacri-
fice whilst commanding a Fast Gun Boat in 1994 in the Mullativ seas). Late
General Kobbekaduwa spoke to both of us congratulated for creating the
upset, and conveyed his appreciation to the team and Brian Baptist of
Royal and CH & FC fame for his role as the Honorary Coach. The Late
General displayed his passion for the game, loyalty to the Military and
reached out to those who delivered the impossible, an amazing quality

that the late general always practiced.

In 1990 and 1991, many operations were conducted in Karainagar and
Kayts and also the landing of Pooneryn and Vetalankani. These circum-
stances again brought me to the environment of this leader as a Com-
manding Officer of Fast Gun Boats “Sooraya” and “Ranakame”, which
were ferrying troops and providing. Late General by this time was familiar

with the role of naval gun fire support for landing. The late General was
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present amongst the troops. Late General, by this time, was familiar with
the role of Gun Boats and my name and spoke to me several times in the
company of many officers and my Northern Naval Commander and iden-
tified me specifically as the “37 man”. (37 is a caliber of a gun on Fast Gun
Boats). His unique ability to remember names, incidents and display of
appreciation, gratitude and recognition of his subordinates made him a

natural and practical leader.

I thank my former Unilever colleague Sunil Keppetipola for his initiation
and the opportunity to pen down my memories that lived only with me for
almost 4 decades as a sincere tribute to a fine human being, an effective
military commander and a natural leader. He, in the process has given us

lessons to learn, qualities to practice and values to inherit.

May he attain Nibbana.

Admiral (Retd.) Thisara Samarasinghe.
Former Commander Sri Lanka Navy.)9

€€ General Kobbekaduwa was an officer and a gentleman with high-
est regard for subordinates under him. His leadership attributes were
extremely rare and people were so willing to work for him. He was firm,
fair and friendly. His love for the country and fellow under him was great
and he always set an example to the others. His untimely demise was one
of the most significant losses Sri Lanka suffered during the thirty years old

conflict

Admiral (Retd.) Dr. Jayanath Colombage
Former Commander S.L. Navy.”

50



ce

Gen.Kobbekaduwa as a 'Kalyana Mithra' from the day he joined the Regi-

I fully endorse Adm.Jayanath's sentiments. I was privileged to have

ment until his untimely demise for more than 36 long years. May he attain

the Supreme Bliss of Nirvana.

Maj. Gen.( Retd.) Tilak Paranagama. S.L. Army.”

ceGeneral (Late) Denzil Kobbekaduwa can be described as one of
the finest Generals, great leaders, warriors and an exemplary officer &
gentleman that I have come across so far and a role model to all of us. He
served the motherland with great ambition, commitment and dedication
to achieve the current status of a peaceful Sri Lanka. He is one of the main

stakeholders of this achievement.

General Kobbekaduwa was the one who at the outset emphasized the need
of winning hearts and minds of people, welfare of the soldiers and their
families and a need of a comprehensive national security strategy as a
contributory factor of winning the war against terrorism. As I see, he was
a visionary leader of a rare caliber with a foresight of which we have seen
the dividends today.

His untimely death at Araly Point on 08th August, 1992 was a significant
setback we suffered during the period of conflict. He passed away feeling

content as a man who had fully accomplished his patriotic mission.

May he attain Nibbana!
Maj. Gen. (Retd) Milinda Peiris. S.L. Army.??
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Soldiering under him was challenging, but not disappointing. He
was a gentleman warrior and a wonderful comrade in arms. It was a privi-
lege to have served under him. Above all, General Denzil was a shining

example of a fine human being. He is gone, but not forgotten.

May He Attain the Supreme Bliss of Nirvana.
Brigadier (Retd) Sri Mudannayake. S.L. Army.”

ce

during the Southern Insurrection and later in the Eastern Operations

I had the privilege of working under him, as a Grade 2 Staff Officer

during the Separatist War. Incidentally my successor Col Nalin Alwis

unfortunately made the supreme sacrifice along with the General.

My services under Gen Kobbekaduwa were extended as a Battalion Com-
mander commanding the 6 Bn Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment — beginning
with Elephant Pass, I had the good fortune to be part of all the Operations

he commanded.

The General’s biggest and the most significant trait was his quick decision
making in combat while defending his subordinates be it in triumph or

adversity. His encouragement of his troops was unparalleled.

When my battalion was under siege in Elephant Pass for 24 days in 1991,
we defended not only because our lives depended on it, but for our Gener-
al who would stand by us in every decision we were to make. It was a pure
sense of triumph not just relief when he reached us leading the ‘Operation

Balavegaya’ at Elephant Pass.

I stand in salute of you, Sir, a true soldier in every sense of its meaning.
May you attain Nibbana.

Major General Sanath Karunaratne RWP,RSP,VSV}USP,psc”
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€®Here is what I have to say about Gen. Kobbekaduwa.

"I first met Gen. Denzil Kobbekaduwa when he captained Trinity at Rugby
in 1969 and I was playing for Royal. Thereafter I had many interactions
with him both as a player and as a fellow rugby referee. He was one of the
most competent rugby referees in Sri Lanka. When he was the President
of the Sri Lanka Rugby Referees' Society I happened to be his Deputy. He
worked in harmony with the other Referees not only to improve the refer-
eeing standards at the time but also to ensure their safety. In his capacity as
the President he was kind yet firm and effective in his decision -making.
This was a time when the Rugby referees were being harassed and at times
man-handled by unruly, uninitiated and bullishly partisan spectators. The
Society's requests and reminders to the Union regarding crowd control
were not being effectively handled. The last straw was when fellow referee,
Rodney Patternot, was manhandled at a particular Rugby match played at
Police Park, if I remember right. At an emergency meeting the Society
took a firm decision to refrain from officiating at matches until steps were
taken to remedy the situation. I remember the following week-end at a
match played at Longden Place, no referee turned up and Indrajit
Coomarasamy, who was a spectator had to stand in as referee. The
important thing is that Denzil stood his ground until firm assurances were
given by the Union to remedy the unfortunate trend. I enjoyed working
as Denzil's Deputy as I always did in my association with him. It is a real
pity that the country lost such a fine officer and a gentleman. They do not
make people like that anymore. Somewhere that mould had got

misplaced!

U.L.Kaluaratchi

Played for Royal (1959-1962); University (1963-65);
CR& FC (1963 and 1967)

Rugby Referee; one time Deputy President of the
SL Rugby Referees' Society.9d
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€€ Denzil Maama was a father to us and was my sister Swanthi's legal-
ly appointed guardian since the premature demise of my parents in 1986.
Denzil Maama's death 6 years later had a devastating effect on my siblings
and myself. Despite his busy schedule and being stationed out of Colombo
most of the time (and the massive responsibilities he held), he never failed
to periodically enquire after us and I knew that he was always there for us.
From my perspective, I made sure that I had his blessings before any major
decisions were made. Although he was a high up in the Armed Forces and
a very important national figure, he was so very approachable, very warm
and he was always with a smile. He had a very positive attitude towards life
in general. This is not surprising considering his popularity and admira-
tion of him across a wide cross section of society. He was also a humble
man. I vividly remember when he was escorting my in-laws to their car
(and opened the car door for them) when they were leaving the funeral of
my grandfather (Denzil Maama's father). This simple act really touched
them (my in-laws).That was the last time I saw him. He was one of a kind
and we will never have another person like him ever. With his untimely

death the nation lost a true hero and I lost a father.

Pulinda Samarakkody. Nephew / S.T.C. /Banker.”

ce

while during the very early stages of my life. I have distant memories of the

I had the privilege of knowing this heroic gentleman for a short

times when we used to go to see him when he was in Colombo. I particu-
larly remember an instance when he created a mango in my hands ‘by
magic’ as it seemed to appear from nowhere to the surprise and dismay of
my big brother who couldn’t believe it when Denzil Maama showed him

how ‘nangi can make mangoes by magic’.
I am also thankful to him for it was upon his request that I was able to get
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into a leading school in Colombo from which my application was first
rejected. I later heard from my school Principal of that time, that it was a
request she couldn’t refuse because she heard of the death of this great
man the very next day that she received the request from him about my

admission.

From all that I have heard of Denzil Maama from various people I've met
throughout my life I have come to realize what a loving person he was and
how much his family and everyone in the country looked up to him,
respected and loved him. Hearing these stories always makes me wish that

I could have known him for a little longer.

But unfortunately all we have are these great memories of this lovely
person, which people will cherish forever and talk about for years to come

as they do even now after 26 years of his demise.

Maneesha Keppetipola. Niece. /| Methodist College.”

¢ Before I was born Denzil Maama and Lali nanda had always been there

to lend a helping hand and they guided my family in every way possible.

I was fortunate to associate with a person like Denzil Maama during the
first 9 years of my life. He was such a brave soul and his compassion
towards everyone is something that is remarkable and that is not seen in

most people.

I still remember the day he was killed in action and as a nation how every-
one mourned. He was such a great man who will be remembered for many

more years to come.
Gayan Keppetipola. Nephew / s.1.c.)?
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®DEAR UNCLE,
We lost a national hero 26 years back but your name will always be in our

memories. May you rest in peace.
Rohan Dullewe and family from Sirimalwatta Kandy.”

ce

He was an officer and a gentleman of the highest class and fought

for our country till the last breath. A great Trinitian
Deva Amunugama. T.C.K.7?

¢e

I am the looser for not being old enough to have known him
personally. However, from what I have heard of him, I believe that he was

the role model for the words "An officer and a gentleman".
I salute you Sir.
Sunil Panabokke. T.C.K. ”

€A soldier par excellence. A great friend and a human being.

Difficult to be replaced. May he attain Nibbhana.
Col. (Retd) Saliya Udugama, T.C.K. / S.L. Army.”

€€ He was loved by the soldiers & the civilians, Both Sinhalese and Tamils.
Maj. Gen. Sanath Panabokke. S.L.Army.9?

((DEAR DENZIL,
I write on behalf of my immediate family to say we are indeed very proud

of you and your demise is such a great loss to our beloved Country.
Jenny Tennekoon Samarasinghe. Cousin.)?
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ce I'WISH TO SUBMIT MY SENTIMENTS ON LATE GEN. KOB-

BEKADUWA. HEREIT IS...
Gen. Kobbekaduwa as he's fondly referred to was a true hero of our

battered nation, who stood for its territorial integrity, People's sovereignty
and unitary character of its nature. Further he was a true patriot who had
an abiding love for the motherland and it's people. The 30 year protracted
terrorist war which ravaged Sri Lanka caused the lives of thousands of
lives including this splendid son of Mother Lanka. He had more than a
fine military brain with an unimpeachable integrity. However no purpose
will be served merely by commemorating this giant military officer every
year, Sri Lankans who are left behind and shared those lofty patriotic
ideals for the achievement for which he strived, must gird their loins and
continue his struggle for the defense of our Country’s sovereignty, territo-
rial integrity and preservation of the unitary character of our constitution.
For if we abandon it , We let down this great patriot who breathed his last
26 years ago.

Devaka. S. Jayasuriya.

Editor in Chief - Sinhala Bauddhaya News Paper

Executive Board Member - Sri Lanka Mahabodhi Society. Estd 1896
Ex - Leverite. 9

¢e

A glowing tribute to an officer and a gentleman, par excellence, the
late Lt. General Denzil Kobbekaduwa, who made the supreme sacrifice
whilst safeguarding the sovereignty of our motherland from the clutches of

the ruthless LTTE terrorists. Rest in peace dear comrade.

Swarana Wickramarachi. Ex — Leverite.”
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¢¢HONOURING A LIFE TIME “BROTHERHOOD”

While we are all fighting to live our lives, by ourselves...you fought by
yourself to give us a better place to fight our life battle...

True it was your dream to end the war...true it was the freedom you paid

the price, from your life for...
True it was the steps you kept forward made it all possible...
Thank you brother we all in safe hands...in a safe land...thanks to you...!!!

Much loved - with a great gratitude...

Wajira Dias Pannilaratne. Ex Unilever Ceylon.”

((I am privileged and honored to have had Denzil as my brother. He

without any doubt was my role model. My success in my profession was
due to my mother’s and Denzil’s guidance and I can unashamedly say that
I followed in his footsteps. I am sad and angry with those who cut short
our brotherhood time. They would be burning in hell, I have no doubt. It
was amazing he found the time to be the head of the family, while doing
his job and sports exceptionally; even while national traitors were trying
to undermine him unsuccessfully. To me he was King Dutugemunu
reborn. It was unforgivable the guilty cut short his life including his family
life. I will never forget him, and it is up to the good people of Sri Lanka to

ensure he goes down in history alongside the likes of King Dutugemunu.

Dr. Asoka Kobbekaduwa. Retired Consultant in Otorhinolaryngology,
Head & Neck Surgery. Worked in Sri Lanka ¢ U.K.at consultant level.99
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((GEN. KOBBEKADUWA WITH HIS FELLOW SOLDIERS IN
THE BATTLE FRONT.

Being the eldest brother in my Family, he was a guiding light to me and my
Family! He was a father figure - a dear Friend & Brother, whom I looked
upon for guidance when needed and he was always there to offer any

advices and assistance!

He was well respected and loved by the people of this Country and I am

proud to have been his younger brother!!

Rohan Kobbekaduwa. T.C.K./ Plantation Industry.”

((Whenever I come across Rudyard Kipling’s...If..it’s Denzil that

instantly comes to mind...

Russel Tennekoon T.C.K. /Plantation Industries.”
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Thank you for the opportunity given to me to remember this great and
revered personality. He was a few years senior to me in Trinity, but both
being very close friends of the Faisz Musthapha family. I used to meet him
in that house almost as a family member quite regularly. I knew him also
as one of the great rugby players of the time. Later in his Army career,
whenever I used to meet him and admire his unselfish leadership in the
Army and ask if I could do anything for him, knowing that he was sacrific-
ing his personal life and his time for the country, his response was always
...... "Machang, if you can, please send some Chewing gum for my boys,
they toil with little food and water on the field and Chewing gum helps
them to keep going".

This was the man!

Nimal. S. Cooke-Executive Director , Capital Maharaja Group.”

((DENZIL: THE SUPER-STAR OF SILK AND STEEL

He lived down the street where we lived. His home, 177, Trincomalie
Street, Kandy, served as a rallying point to many: from Trinity boarders
who would scoot off and seek a respite; to Trinity’s Asgiriya grounds man
Marthelis who would patronize the Tavern only a squirt away; to driver
Banda and the Mahaiyawa cheer squad leader Cortal dropping in to pay
respects. Then there were streams of rugby players he coached seeking
counseling, several of whom played years later for the Sri Lanka team and
even two of them captained; and many of us simply for the pleasure of

chatting with him, often late into the nights.

With his gifted-trade marked-smile he opened doors and hearts and
minds. His eyes would capture one’s attention, as they would well with
affection. It was as if only you mattered to him. He had time for everyone,

regardless of station in life.
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And in life he was known as the General who was one of the smartest
all-rounders that the country had produced. He would often say that his
‘modest’ accomplishments stemmed from the fountain of rugby from
which he derived his credo. It was here, he would say, that he learnt the
rough and tumble of life: to fall and then get up; to take and give a tackle;
to scrum together and move the line in cohesion; to motivate fellow play-
ers and to aspire to the impossible. It was here his talent emerged to detect
and select the best in people and mold them into a cohesive unit ---a unit
that would give and take a good fight; to display integrity and purpose and
uphold right against might. He was the personification of these attributes.

Lieutenant General Denzil Kobbekaduwa
Good administrator, Rugby player and Coach.

On this August 8, the 26th anniversary of his tragic passing, it is instructive

that much of the credo that he drew from, played out in his career.

In the prime of his career, as a distinguished Sandhurst graduate and Army
Officer he was unfairly and embarrassingly interdicted by the UNP
government in the 1965-70 period, on false accusation of being involved
in a coup. He was reinstated with dignity and an implied apology; then
hailed as a national hero and elevated posthumously as Lt. General. He
should surely have been a decorated General but in a way that he wasn’t

was a blessing as that special rank has, in our time, been so devalued!
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During the period of his suspension Denzil held his head high. He did not
allow himself to the sucked in by the political under-currents that was the
‘sport’ that others indulged in. He took the unfair tackle as a man. He
acted like a gentleman of grace. He had the wisdom to know that time and

tide will bring out the truth.

Instead he focused on the more rewarding pastime of such pursuits as club
rugby and the coaching of Trinity with a passion that displayed that noth-

ing can disturb him.

Denzil’s love for sports was beyond the confines of rugby. He was inspired
by Duncan White and wished to do what he could in the promotion of
athletics. He not only became a board member of the Duncan White
Sports Foundation but also stepped forward and organized a Peace Run in

honour of White, from Vavuniya to Colombo. On a lighter note:

The Foundation distributed ‘T Shirts’ with Duncan’s monograph on it. At
one point Denzil called Vijitha Fernando, who was the man behind the
Foundation, and said ‘T am surprised how few people know of Duncan. A
guy at the one of our relay exchanges asked ‘'Kawda Yakko may Duncan
Kiyanne’? (‘Who the devil is this Duncan’!)?

As a Commanding Officer he was reputed for avoiding, to the full extent
possible, damage and harm to civilians and displayed an abundance of
compassion and humaneness. Wing Commander E. H. Ohlmus, a rugger-
ite himself, states, Denzil’s sense of fair play, learnt on the rugby fields of
Trinity College, simply exuded from him, and would certainly have
earned for the Defence Establishment every chance of a speedy and just
resolution of a totally unnecessary conflict. But that was not to be for two

more decades, after the fateful day in Kayts.

It was because of his innate concern for others that the Lt. Gen. Denzil

Kobbekaduwe Trust was in operation for several years in his honour...
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providing assistance to disabled servicemen and women and to the fami-

lies of dead servicemen (and women) and to related village folk.

Denzil remains in the minds of millions of Sri Lankan as a Soldier’s

Soldier, a Sportsman and a Super-Star.
He was made of a fiber that was rare a blend of silk and steel.

M.V. Muhsin. T. C.K. / World Bank.”

((AS A SIMPLE CITIZEN OF MOTHER LANKA

I was not blessed to receive his leadership during the time of yesterday and
today of my life, OH!!! What a loss. May he attain supreme bliss of Nibbana

is all what i can Pray for this great Human-being, officer and gentlemen"

Dhammika Jaysuriya. S.T.C./Plantation Industry.”

ee

I am of the same age group as Lt. General Denzil Kobbekaduwa.,
being born just a month after the great son of the soil. He was intimately

known to people I knew intimately, but never had direct links.

I envy those fortunate enough to associate with him. I wish very much that

he be born among us again.

9

Ranjith Senaratne. Ex Unilever Ceylon.

te Greatest of all...unbeatable... the gentleman soldier..
Sunil Wickramasinghe. T.C.K. /

Plantation Industry /
Mercantile Sector.)?
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€€ knew Denzil while in school and after leaving Trinity. I admire
him for what he did for the country during the war with the LTTE and the
respect he received in the army. Please convey my sincere regards to his

family as we honor him for what he did.

K2?

Nimal Amerasekara. T.C.

te He was an exemplary leader and warrior.
Lasantha Silva.9?

te FOND MEMORIES:
My encounters with Uncle Denzil were mostly at the lunch table. It was a

recurrent practice that I was at Roshani ‘s for lunch very often be it a week
day or weekend, specially during A ‘levels and I considered it my second
home. Aunty was very generous feeding us with all sorts of goodies. There
were the special days when more goodies were laid out on the table when

uncle was in Colombo. We used to eagerly await his arrival for lunch.

The discussions were diverse and I remember he always had a habit of
testing our general knowledge, I was quite bad at it and tried keeping
quiet. However, because of the incapability of keeping my words from
being heard mostly made a joke of myself. He always spent time with
Roshani's friends when able to the extend his leave. One day he volun-
teered to drop Tharangi and myself home little knowing where we lived.
Once in the Car he had to drive to Wattala and then back again to Ratmala-
na. I always looked up to him as a Gentleman with high values which are
rarely seen in this society. He was a true example of a leader and I will

remember and respect him all my life. Rest in Peace Uncle Denzil.

Mrs. Lakmali Hapuarachchi. Family Friend.)?
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ee

senior to me in school. It was around the mid-sixties that he came to

Denzil came into my fold only in the 1960's; although he was

Kandy. Here our friendship grew and we respected each other for our
efforts to achieve excellence in our field of work. He played under me for
two years and then he went on to Captain the side in 1969. This was a
memorable year as he took the team to the Finals of the Clifford cup. We
should have won but for the fact we were not as savvy in Law as our oppo-
nents - the CRFC with referee Ingleton blowing the whistle so frequently--
that some thought unfair. He was great Buddy of mine when it came to
traveling to Dimbulla or Darawella. He stayed at my Bungalow the night
when he was forced to take many a beer with all his complaints he played
a superior game the next day. When he died and the tragic news came to

me at my factory in Ja-Ela I was distraught. May he live up there happily".

Y.C. Chang. T.C.K. /Kandy S.C./ Plantation Industry.”

€€ GENERAL DENZIL
A great soldier with a heart of gold, a statesman the country never had.

I had a very long association with him as his subordinate. He was profes-
sional and demanded high standards and always stood for what is right. A
man who was humble in his ways, loved his men, supported his subordi-

nates and was loyal to the core. His absence is a National misfortune.......

Col. (Retd) Rohan Aturaliya. T.C.K. / S.L.Army.”

(cMajor Denzil Kobbekaduwa was our Chief Instructor at the then
Officer Cadet School at Diyatalawa in 1978. For cadets with almost shaven
heads, it was surprising to see someone with quite "longish" hair along

with the colourful "Stable Belt" of Armour and two-tone uniform. His

65



lectures were conducted at a "rapid fire" pace and sometimes it was
difficult to comprehend the subjects that he taught. Nevertheless, we were
spellbound by his supreme knowledge and his colourful personality which
was "Cavalry" - all the way! I was privileged to serve him as his first Adju-
tant when he took over as CO of 1st Recce Regiment SLAC in June
1983.His qualities of leadership, tact and humaneness has been described
by all who had come in contact with him. However, for me, one of the
most poignant incidents was where he "apologised" to a trooper (a private
soldier) for mistakenly admonishing him a day earlier. This was indeed a
very rare phenomenon that probably has no comparison anywhere!
Subsequently, I served as his G 2 (Operations) at Coordinating Headquar-
ters, Trincomalee and there too every moment under his command was
undoubtedly an enriching experience and more so an unparalleled educa-
tion. What a man! What a Gentleman! What an officer!

Brig (Retd) Rohan Jayasinghe USP LOM / S.L. Army.”

€€ Denzil was admired by his countrymen for his bravery inspired
the youth of his time for his leadership loved by friend or foe for his loving
ways brought pride to his kith and kin as a saviour of the Nation. The

charm and charisma he possessed will never be matched in eternity

Deshabandu Lankaputra. Mohan Ratwatte. Cousin. 2

ee

Denzil Aiya was a very kind and compassionate person and he has
demonstrated these wonderful qualities many a times during the years
that I closely associated with him after my marriage to his cousin. I
remember once when my father, who had Parkinson syndrome, had come

to visit us in Colombo and we took him to Denzil aiya’s home in Rosmead
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Place. Because my father was very sick he didn’t move around much with
crowds and generally kept to himself and most of the time people usually
left him alone as well. But Denzil aiya from the time we arrived sat only
with my father and kept talking to him the whole time we were there with-
out joining the rest of us. I was so moved by his compassion which very

few people of our generation possess.

Everyone loved and admired him. He was a person we all looked up to and
his opinions always mattered to us. His untimely death was a great loss to

us. But memories of his kindness and compassion will be lasting.

Shirani Nedurana Keppetipola. Relation.)?

ce

ties and was able to win the hearts of all. His leadership was always an

Gen. Denzil Kobbekaduwa was a brave soldier with humane quali-

example to the rest of the nation and proved to all that he was a true States-
man. His untimely demise was a great loss to the nation resulting the war
against L.T.T.E. Terrorist getting dragged on for another 17 years at a

tremendous cost to Sri Lanka.
May he attain the supreme bliss of Nirvana.

Lathika Nedurana. Relation.”

((Gen, Denzil Kobbekaduwa was a great man no doubt.
Kind regards,
Asoka Weerasekara, Ex Unilever Ceylon.”
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CCTRIBUTE TO LATE GEN. DENZIL KOBBEKADUWA,

It was both a great honor and a privilege to have served and played rugby

for many years under the much loved and revered Gen. Denzil Kob-
bekaduwa.

Serving under this iconic legend was both challenging and demanding at

times but always rewarding.

An officer and A Gentleman whose honesty, integrity and undivided loyal-

ty to The Army and the Nation was extraordinary.

He was a leader with a strategic mind  who was charming, witty,
persistent, with an iron determination, who loved soldiering and gave his

best at all times inspiring all those under him.

Gen. Denzil was a gritty and fearless gentleman warrior who followed the

rules of law at all times and expected the same from his subordinates.

His outstanding leadership, genuine love and care for those who served
under him made him one of the most loved leaders who inspired those
under his command to perform daunting tasks even under the most

difficult and risky situations.

Gen. Denzil s illustrious career over a long period of time in my mind will

make him one of Sri Lanka’s most successful and outstanding leaders.

He may have passed away but his legacy as a leader and a fine human being

will continue to inspire many generations to come.
Thank you Gen Denzil Sir, for all your services to our nation but above all

for inspiring us to become better human beings.
May you attain The Supreme Bliss of Nirvana.

Maij. Jith Abeyewardene (Ret.) S.L. Army. 2
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€1 first met Major General Denzil Kobbekaduwa when I was
appointed as ADC (Aide de Camp) to him in 1990. He was then the
General Officer Commanding 1 Division in Panagoda. I soon realized that
he was a true officer and a gentleman. Apart from that, it was evident that
he was an exceptionally capable officer with outstanding decision making
skills and a person who could inspire the men serving under his command
to give their utmost when it was most needed. His leadership skills,

especially in decisive battles were legendary.

But the qualities which made him stand out the most were his exemplary
courage, determination and his ever present concern for the welfare of the
men under his command. He always looked into their physical well-being
as well as to boost up their morale. I well remember on the eve of every
decisive battle he would go into the midst of his men and encourage and
inspire them and instill in them the necessary confidence and self-belief
they needed for the difficult task ahead. He always led his men personally

in every battle , sharing their trials and tribulations.

After each battle, before he returned to his headquarters, he would visit the

casualties in hospital to look into their every need.

On a personal note, I would like to share with you an incident which clear-
ly indicated the humanity and kindness of this great Sri Lankan patriot.
When his father passed away he returned to Colombo for the funeral for a
few days which, to the best of my knowledge was the longest period of time
he spent away from the war front, such was his commitment towards this
cause. .He returned to the battle field one day after the traditional 7th day
alms giving which happened to be my birthday. He met me personally to
give a birthday card and offer me his best wishes. Such incidents do not
usually occur as he was a very senior officer while I was a very young and
junior Captain .In this, as in other instances, he did not hesitate to cross

barriers of rank and protocol, if he thought the situation demanded it.
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It was a very touching and revealing incident for me, and one which I will

never forget.

It was a tragic day for all Sri Lankans and humanity in general when he
was killed in action at Araly Point in the island of Kayts off Jaftna on 8
August 1992. The country lost a great patriot on this day. His void has
never been filled and though he is no more with us he is in our hearts and

minds forever.

There will never be another Major General Denzil Kobbekaduwa.

2

Brig. Aruna Wijewickrema (retd)

ee

My earliest memories of Denzil Maama are of how patient and
kind he was to me when I was about four or five years old. Some days when
he returned from work he used to bring me little note books (which were
way more interesting than boring clothing!) and how I used to thoroughly
enjoy going with him for rugger practices in the evenings. My little mind

thought it was a privilege to be able to read his referees rule book too!

Later on he used to patiently decorate Malli's birthday cakes whenever he
could, Kudu baked it of course. The rest of us aren't known for being bless-

ed with patience!

We had the pleasure of spending time with him for the last time at our
engagement in June 1992. He brought lots of lotus flowers all the way from

Anuradhapura for us to use as deco.

Thank you maama for playing an important role in permitting us to live in

peace and harmony today. May you rest in peace.
Dilki. Ratwatte Serpanchy. Niece)?

70



€€ A FOND MEMORY,

At Shanilka's 8th birthday, which was a spend the day, I was just after an
illness and feeling a bit weak. But of course I had insisted on being brought
and staying for the entire thing. Everyone was playing hide and seek and I
just couldn't find a good place to hide. Uncle Denzil picked me up and
placed me on the window sill inside one of the rooms, told me to hang on
tight to the bars, and covered me with the curtain. If he hadn’t helped the
‘catcher' with a small hint, I might still be there!

Dr. Naazima Kamardeen. Family friend.”

((A MEMORY:
When I think of Denzil Maama an image of a big bowl of chocolate ice

cream with lots of chocolate sauce and nuts for breakfast is what comes
into my head followed by an involuntary slurp. This was what we shared
when I went to see him with ammi a few days before he went on what sadly

was/became his "last assignment".

Ashanthi Edrisinghe (niece)

((Appreciate very much the opportunity afforded to pen few

sentences of a Hero of our time. - Lt. General Denzil Kobbekaduwa

No one could ever be able to say, if anyone else in the Triple Forces lived
in the Hearts ever so much, as lived by Late General Denzil Kobbekadu-

wa. He was respected by both Friend & Foe just for being humane.

He believed self-defence, ‘not only to be our right but also our duty yet, he

was never recognized to be an aggressor’
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The Late General was believed to be a grass-root Leader.

He was acknowledged to be replacing Command & Control to Commit-

ment & Cohesion by engaging the hearts, minds of his Troops.

Sadly, the Late General could not realize, this Nation does not welcome

such modesty. He was brave and believed deeply in this Country.

No matter how many you meet or how many stories of heroism you hear,
every encounter reminds that Late * General Denzil Kobbekaduwa was

Truly Special’

That is why; he becomes a living legend even after 26 years of demise.

Ravi Dahanayake. A friend.”

te Lt. GENERAL DENZIL KOBBEKADUWA

Firstly, I wish to ECHO all of what Ravi Dahanayake has said about the
Late General Denzil Kobbekaduwa.

Ravi has captured the TRUE essence of the MAN, the late General was.

I would add that he was a TRUE SOLDIER AND A GENTLEMAN, of the
highest class. It was a devastating loss to our country, as a whole, as in the
estimation of many and as I have always said, General Denzil Kobbekadu-
wa should have been the President of our nation and it was only a matter
of time, that he would have been our Leader but, very sadly, it was cut
short by his untimely demise, at the hands of those who were determined

to stop him.

He was a JUST and FAIR, man, in the true sense of the word.

Russell Rajaratnam. S.L. Rugby.”
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€€ still remember the day I was first inducted to the Battle fields in
Vettalaikerni South of Elephant Pass. We were Heli dropped in VLK last
light on 27 June 1992. It was an unforgettable sight to see;
Gen. Kobbekaduwa right in front of us to receive the new batch. That kind
of dedication and commitment from a senior officer of that caliber is com-

mendable. His demise was a Great loss to the Army and to the Nation.

Col. Ravi Pathiravithana. psc-SLAC »

€®How can one even imagine to confine in a few words or a para-
graph or two, a worthy tribute to a great man such as Late General Denzil
Kobbekaduwa.

I (Basil Peiris, Colonel at that time) was indeed very fortunate to have had
the opportunity of working side by side with General Kobbekaduwa, as
his Staft Officer, during the last appointment held by him, as General

Officer Commanding 2 Division prior to his untimely demise.

Every single person who had the good fortune of meeting him even briefly,
were so taken by his warm charming and humble nature. His charismatic

leadership was such,

that every soldier under his command would willingly walk with him to
the end of the earth with no questions asked and without any hesitation.
In the midst of heavy firing in the field he will still stop to pat the back of a

soldier in encouragement, and inquire about the welfare of another.

He did not feel any vengeance or hatred towards the enemy he had to fight,
but considered them to be misguided and mislead youth, whom he
believed, could be guided and reformed to be responsible citizens. His

heart went out to the poor innocent civilians and border villagers, caught
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in between, who happened to be the unwilling victims of war.

When it came to Military Discipline the standards maintained by him and
acceptable to him was very high. There were no grey areas. He was an
Officer and Gentlemen held in high esteem, and he expected the same
conduct from each and every officer, and would not condone with any

miscreant.

The horrible news of his death sent shockwaves, not only nationally but
also internationally. His family, friends, comrades, clergy, every single
member of the Armed Forces and Police , every single person who had
known him or even heard of him stood shocked and paralysed and it
looked as if the whole nation had come to a standstill too stunned to even

mourn his death.

The passage of 26 years since the death of this Great Officer, Gentleman
and leader has not diminished his memory even by an iota from the
minds of each and every one of us who admired and loved him, and

would always cherish his memory.

Major General Basil Peiris. VSV USP and Major General Mohanti
Peiris. USP )

te GEN. DENZIL KOBBEKADUWA.

Denzil took to coaching in 1967. We were without a coach that year even
after the first game against Wesley. I met him quite by accident on the
streets of Kandy and immediately asked him if he could come and coach
us. He replied saying he had never coached before but I encouraged him
to give it a try as he had so much experience as a top class player. Two

days later he turned up at practice at Asgiriya. I can still vividly remember
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him walking in, wearing his yellow Army jersey. It is all history now. He
produced the first team to win all their matches in the 60"s. Set a record for
the highest winning tally for the Bradby from 1945 [including the famous
56 side] and held it till 1996. Your article does not mention his unbeaten
1967 side which I captained. Quite a few reporters have had selective
amnesia about this side. His 1969 side was also unbeaten but drew with St
Peters. The recent article on the history of SL rugby posted by Russel T

does not mention the record of the 1967 side at all.

In 1969 he captained Kandy sports and took the side to the Clifford cup
final. I was playing for the CR who were also in the final. Playing no 8 I
had to mark Denzil who was the scrum half and play maker. Strange situa-
tion when you had to tackle your yesteryear's coach as hard as possible.
Every time I managed to tackle him I said 'sorry sir'. That was the respect
I had for him. CR finally won the cup 9-6 to win after a hard fought battle.

In 1982 it was his turn to ask me to coach. This time it was the Army side
which won the Clifford cup that year. He thanked me for returning the

favour after Army won the final.

There is a saying that it is not the number of years we live but the number
of deeds you do that matter. His deeds on the rugby field, battle field and
as a decent human being are too numerous to mention. He was truly a

remarkable and impacting personality of the last century.
Respicefinem — Look to the end.

Ajith Abeyratne. T.C.K./ S.L. Rugby 99

(A great warrior and a gentleman loved and respected and remem-
bered by all who knew him.

Warna Etipola Imbuldeniya. Hillwood College / Cousin.”
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€€ THIS IS MY PIECE ON DENZIL.

In the dictum of ‘Officer and a Gentleman’ there would not have been a
better representation than the personality and character of Denzil. That
we remember him fondly and vividly even decades after his passing as an
inspiration and as an example for the generations that follow us, is the best
memorial that we can erect. He was totally committed to whatever he was
associated with: whether it was with Trinity, Rugby or the Battlegrounds.
It was that same dedication whether he was in uniform or out of It. He was
the same Denzil totally committed for the betterment of humanity,
humble but purposeful.

No flash, no extravagance. He could move with kings and yet keep the
common touch. And he touched the lives of those who knew him and
knew of him with deep affection. Such illustrious persons are rare. And

rarer still are those remembered decades after their passing.

Himendra Ranaweera. T.C.K. /| Mercantile sector.??)

€€Sometimes it is very difficult to give true credence to a person’s
greatness, his character and soul, especially when someone is a brilliant
military commander, great leader, a brave soldier, a hero, a mentor and yet
a friend and a simple human being. So, it is with the Late General Denzil
Kobbekaduwa.

I think the quote below by Richard Watson Gilder — American Poet, Liter-
ary Editor and Civil War Union Soldier (1844-1909), truly and aptly
reflects what the Late General stood for.

“Better than honor and glory, and History’s iron pen,
Was the thought of duty done and the love of his fellow-men.”

Col. (Retd) Gamini Balasuriya. S.L. Army.”
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¢ DEAR SUNIL,

Thank you very much for sharing your well compiled article with me.

It brought back many memories of yesteryear when I had the privilege of
working under Gen Denzil as a Brigade Commander., firstly in Mannar
later in Op Balavegaya 2 and finally on the Jaffna Op in 1992, as the Artil-
lery coordinator, which unfortunately was cancelled due to his tragic

demise.

Apart from all that I got to know him in 1965 and kept in touch with him

as a friend for whom I had the highest respect as a senior officer.

He was an exemplary leader the likes of whom we rarely see. Well respect-
ed and liked by both seniors and subordinates. Wish you all the very best

in your endeavour.
Yours sincerely,

Gen. (Retd.) Srilal Weerasooriya. Former Commander S.L. Army.”

€€sri Lankalost a genuine and pragmatic leader who would have led
our motherland to the 21st century and out of the rut we are in today. Sri

Lanka’s loss 26 years ago is felt much more today.

May we pragmatic and decent Sri Lankans fervently hope that a decent
leader of the calibre of the late general, although a tough ask, be found
amongst us Sri Lankans to lead us which is the urgent need of the hour at

this critical moment our motherland is going through.
May this son of Lanka attain the eternal bliss of nirvana.
Thusitha Paranagama, Cousin presently living in Hong Kong.”
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€n officer and a gentleman” a clichéd description I've heard/read
time and time again, used to describe a remarkable man who to me, was
and will always be, “Denzil Aiya.” When I think of him, the visual memory
I have is not of a man in a uniform but a dear cousin with a charming
smile, a mischievous twinkle in his eye, and an amazing sense of humor ..
. one who very wittily explained that the difficulty he had in bending down
to lace up his boots was simply due to his unusually large lungs!! Even
though my memory fails me in recalling specific instances and anecdotes,
the mere thought of him brings a smile to my face and evokes warm and
endearing emotions within me, which I will always treasure. Denzil Aiya,

thank you!

Fondly remembered by a cousin.??

c(I am sending you my response. Hope it will suffice.
THE GENERAL DENZIL KOBBEKADUWA LEGACY.
In brief a 'Winning Army' - May 19th 2009 would not have been possible.
if pathfinders of the caliber of Denzil Kobbekaduwa, Denis Perera and
Vijaya Wimalaratne, had not constructed and enlightened the paths to
victory over armed Tamil Militancy with their Action, Vision, Motivation
and Patriotism. Some may wonder why Deshamanya Denis Perera has
been mentioned as one of the architects of Victory as he did not win any
battles or gallantry awards, because during his military career and as
Commander of the Army, there were no serious conflicts although there
were numerous upheavals in the country. Nevertheless, in his illustrious
military career he set the pace in the spheres of military training and
administration with the foresight to anticipate future requirements of a
combat oriented fighting force capable of repulsing challenges posed to

prevent the escalation of violence in the country.
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Denzil was Sandhurst trained and had the unique honour of having been
trained entirely in the United Kingdom. Except of course his basic military
training stint at the Army Training Centre in Diyatalawa. Very early in his
military career he proved to be a pragmatic, efficient and competent Staft
Officer and Administrator. He distinguished himself as a brilliant instruc-
tor at the Military Academy in Diyatalawa. Denzil was a thorough profes-
sional who epitomized the classic image of an 'Officer and Gentleman'. In
senior professional appointments he displayed the rare combination of a
'fighting and thinking' Leader. In combat operations Denzil almost always
displayed his brilliance as a strategist and clever tactician. His courage on
the battlefield was matched by his sense of fair play, upright behavior,
morality and the courage to stand by his actions and of the subordinates he
commanded. He was completely immersed in tasks delegated to him and
the responsibilities he undertook on his own initiative- thinking and
acting "out-of-the-box" which culminated in the desired results and the

successes he achieved.

The feature of the tactics and strategies he adopted to cater to real life
situations was his innovative skills, reacting to his "gut-feelings" and using

his vast experience which translated into great success and high morale.

Denzil Kobbekaduwa was intimately involved in almost all major combat
operations conducted against Tamil Militancy since 23rd. July 1983
["Black Friday"]. Denzil planned and executed most, being 'up-front' with
leading combat elements influencing the battle as great military leaders

do, bearing the brunt.

Some of the more famous combat operations Denzil planned and execut-
ed are "Operation Liberation" Phase I - popularly known as the "Vadama-
rachchi Operation" of 1987. Operation "Thrividha Balaya" of July 1990 [A
Tri-Forces Operation to relieve the siege on the Jaffna Fort, Operation

"Sea-Breeze" of August 1990 [to relieve the siege on the Army complex in
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Mullaitivu], and Operation "Balavegaya" of July 1991 [A Tri-Forces opera-
tion to relieve the siege on the Elephant Pass military complex] an
Amphibious Operation. In my personal opinion "OP Balavegaya" was his

crowning glory.

In an article to commemorate 20 years after the demise of this great Mili-
tary Icon Professor Dr. Rajiva Wijesinha relates to the sterling qualities of
General Denzil Kobbekaduwa, chiefly his concern towards "Winning the
Hearts and Minds" approach in his dealings with the Civil population,
regardless of caste, creed and ethnicity and the Professor insists that the
'Kobbekaduwan approach' is the answer tempered with ,more sympathy
and sensitivity- rather than the alternative of hanging and flogging them,
as some senior officers did. "Kobbekaduwa brought people together; he
converted them into a community. He planted humanity in Hearts, and in
those hearts that were humane he made generosity bloom. Kobbekaduwa
had eyes that could see things that escaped most people". Professor
Wijesinha concludes his article stating that, "The best way to honour Gen-
eral Denzil- the best Army Commander we never had- an inspiration to

Civilians as well as to his Colleagues in the Army is to follow his examples.

Denzil was riding the crest of a wave in his military career and public life
when tragedy struck at Araly Point in the Kayts Island on 8th. August
1992. The country and the military lost their most loved, accomplished
and brilliant combat General, together with the most experienced and
battle hardened Brigadier Vijaya Wimalaratne. The military was in shock,
the country was in shock; victory over armed Tamil Militancy never

seemed further away.

In conclusion, may I extoll the virtues proper to his state of life. He was
mighty in strength and understanding. He was excellent in power, judg-
ment and abundant justice. He did not oppress. He was open in his opin-

ions and true. He always thought of others. He straddled the military and
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public sphere like a Colossus with honour and majesty. He was diligent in
his work, upright, honest and faithful to his profession. His behavior was
modest, conversation kind and actions edifying. He was humble in
success. Hardly anyone could fault him on professional competency, capa-
bility, personal integrity, diligence or courage. Prompted by a deep sense
of national pride, his life and times will be unforgettable. We may never

see the likes of another Lt. General Denzil Kobbekaduwa ever again.

Gen. (Retd) Gerry de Silva. RWP VSV USP Former Commander S.L. Army.

ee

Lt. General Denzil Kobbekaduwa was a charismatic leader. He
had the unique ability to attract, motivate and gain the utmost confidence

of the rank and file due to his personality, speech and actions.

He was a professional soldier, highly knowledgeable, intelligent, dedicated
and very committed to his work. He was also a very sincere, simple and

honest leader whose integrity was unquestionable.

One of the strongest facets of Lt. General Kobbekaduwa was his superior
decision making ability, dependability and his ability to handle crises. He
was a very good administrator and a man of action and was blessed with
an abundance of courage, determination and perseverance to get things

done. He was very much loved and respected by all Officers and Soldiers.

He was undoubtedly recognized as the one of the best and most capable
Generals in the Army. He was a born leader, his efforts was solely dedicat-
ed to preserve the territorial integrity of Mother Lanka and to safeguard

its people who he loved and cared for at all times.

Major General Gamini Hettiarchchi. S.L. Army.”
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€81 as an officer from the Corps of Signals had the privilege to work
under Gen. Denzil Kobbekaduwa as a Staff officer at Army H.Q. and later as
an Intelligence Officer at S.F.H.Q.in Gurunagar, Jaffna. He was a highly
disciplined officer and always believed in fair play. For me he was an officer

of high class and a gentleman.

Having worked with him for many years in a highly disciplined environment
I was able to gain his confidence. As a result I was treated as a sincere friend
and he associated with me like another member from his own family. Also I
take this opportunity to pay tribute to Gen. Denzil Kobbekaduwa s beloved
wife Mrs. Lali Kobbekaduwa who contributed and supported him to achieve

greater heights within the Sri Lankan society & its Armed services.

I would like to wish Gen. Kobbekaduwa"s children, Roshani, Shanilka &

Dilshan all the best in their future endeavors.
May the blessings of the noble triple gem be with them in the future.

Maj. Gen. (Retd) A.M.C.W.B. Seneviratne. U S P. ndc. psc. / Former Chief of
Staff. S.L. Army.”

€€ Denzil Kobbekaduwa an outstanding leader !! A great son of Sri-lan-
ka & A True Military Leader, he led his forces from the front he was capable
of COMMANDING the respect of all military forces including the
common man of Sri- Lanka. The care he extended to them is no doubt great-
ly appreciated. He always ensured the safety and security of all people of our

country - He Was a Classic Epitome of an Officer & a Gentleman.
His family, friends, and countryman consider him as The Most Respected
Man Of The Last Century. May he attain the Supreme Bliss of Nirvana.

Laleenie Paranagama Hulangamuwa. Cousin.??
Attorney At Law.
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((DENZIL KOBBEKADUWA - APPRECIATION OF AN EXCEP-
TIONAL HUMAN BEING.
I got to know Denzil well during the time that he was courting my cousin
Lali. My friendship and association with Denzil continued from that point

on until his untimely demise.

To me, Denzil was an exemplary human being with exceptional human
qualities, especially considering what he must have endured and experi-
enced as a soldier and General on the war torn battle fields of the country,
and the misery, death and destruction associated with war and violent

armed conflicts.

Denzil was arguably the most exceptional military General that this coun-
try has had the good fortune to call its own. However, what struck me most
about him was his kindness, humaneness and humility even in such emo-
tionally trying circumstances and despite the success he achieved in the Sri
Lanka Army and the genuine popularity he enjoyed amongst the people of
this country, which was apparent from the large outpouring of grief
expressed by men and women of all walks of life, who attended his funeral
from every corner of Sri Lanka. His concern and care for civilians in the
regions in which the armed conflict was ongoing, irrespective of their
ethnicity, was a hallmark of his integrity as a military officer, and earned
him the love and respect of those civilians. Although the enemy feared him
as a brilliant military commander, strategist and tactician, they too
respected him for the high standards of conduct he adhered to as a soldier
and military commander. In my mind, Denzil was, and still continues to

be, the epitome of an officer and gentleman.

When Denzil died, this country lost its greatest military General and a
genuine war hero, but to me, we lost an exceptional human being that day.
His loss is felt amongst his family, relatives and friends even to this day and
he is remembered so fondly, primarily because of those wonderful quali-

ties he possessed as a human being.

Lilamanie Ratwatte Sirimanne. Cousin. 2
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¢C¢TRIBUTE FROM TRINITY COLLEGE TORONTO O.B.A.

"Trinitians in Ontario join our brethren the world over in saluting one of
the greatest Trinitians ever to walk this earth. General Denzil Kobbekadu-

wa will forever live in the memory of all Sri Lankans".

Shan Shanmuganathan.

Secretary 99
T.C.K. Toronto. O.B.A.

((Denzil was my Senior Prefect & Captain of the Trinity College
Rugby side, when I was in the 6th standard at T.C.K.

It encouraged me to take up Rugby in college after seeing him play for
Trinity College

I came to closely associate with him after I left school. As scrum half’s both
of us opposed each other, Denzil playing for Kandy S.C. and myself play-
ing for Havelock’s S.C. and after these encounters he used to invite me

home for dinner.
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This taught me to be humble in victory and to face defeat and strive for
success. Most of my opponents in the Rugby fraternity are now lifelong

friends.
Denzil and I represented Sri Lanka Rugby as the 1st and the 2rd scrum half.

He was also one of the reasons for my joining the Army, because he gave
stature to his size, by his performance in the field where he excelled very
much better than people of bigger size.

After joining the Army I have fond memories of his associations.

He was also one of my rugby coaches along with Sena de Silva where we
won the coveted Clifford Cup. Denzil and I have taken a photograph

together in uniform to find out who is taller.

All these incidents go to show that he was dedicated to whatever task
entrusted to him either in the sports field or in the battle field. He
performed his task to the best of his ability setting an example to his
seniors and subordinates, played the game or fought the battle straight. He
was loved by his friends and foe alike. - (JAPANA J.)

Brig. (Retd.) ].P.A. Jayawardena. USP, MISMM.”

Oo— G O———0
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((LIEUTENANT GENERAL DENZIL KOBBEKADUWA.

It is indeed an honour to be given the opportunity to say a few words
about my good friend Denzil — whom I knew from 1960. I was a Midship-
man at the Britannia Royal College Dartmouth, and Denzil was a Cadet at
the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst. Though not known at the begin-
ning, he and I played Rugger against each other, S. Thomas v Trinity!

As Cadets at Dartmouth, and similarly for those at Sandhurst, whenever
we come on our leave, we have to report to the Military Attaché, at the
Ceylon High Commission, 13 Hyde Park Gardens, London, W2. It was at
one of these occasions that I first met Denzil — and we’ve been very good

friends ever since.

We used to usually spend our leave periods from our respective Colleges,
Dartmouth/Sandhurst (which were usually at the same time) together,
abroad, in the Continent. Memorable and happy were these occasions.
And any time spent in London would usually be in the same cramped and
crowded flat for which we paid 10 shillings a week — a large sum in those

days!

From his early days, Denzil showed great qualities of Leadership and
understanding and human kindness. He was simple and down to earth,
and was well respected by all and sundry — who had occasion to meet him.
He never bragged! In simple English, he was a brilliant Officer and Gen-

tleman and a simple human being.

On completion of my training, we parted company, and I returned to
Ceylon and Denzil continued his training at Sandhurst. On his return to
Ceylon, he was posted to the Armoured Corps and we used to meet on
and off either at the Navy Wardroom, (Officers Mess) Colombo, or in the
Armoured Corps Officers Mess. Of course, we played against each other

in the Army vs Navy Rugby Matches. Denzil was a brilliant Scrum Half!
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Let me narrate an occasion on which he displayed his true gentlemanly

qualities!

I was in the Naval & Maritime Academy, Trincomalee, training Cadets.
During this period, we used to have several visits from batches of Cadets
from the Army, to learn about Navy Cadet Training procedures. During
one of these visits, lo and behold I saw Denzil with a group of Army Cadets
at the Academy! I knew of the visit, but didn’t know who was accompany-
ing them. I went up to him and shouted ‘Hi Denzil’ and put my arm
around him. He stepped back, saluted, and said Major Kobbekaduwa
reporting Sir. I got the shock of my life! When no one was watching, I
called him aside and told him ‘Denzil cut the bullshit! What is this ‘Sir’
thing about? He then said, ‘Sir, on duty you are senior to me and I will

always call you Sir, on duty!

That was Denzil — a thorough Officer and Gentleman. Of course, the
whole country knows about his professional capabilities and his great
deeds to see an end to the conflict - victoriously! He paid the supreme

sacrifice!
Let me finally conclude by saying “I could never forget his charming smile”

May He Rest In peace.

Cdr. (G) C. B. H. Gooneratne. SLN (Retd)”
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¢€A TRIBUTE TO LT. GEN. DENZIL KOBBEKADUWA
RWP RSP VSV USP
AN OFFICER AND GENTLEMEN PAR EXCELLENCE

I first met Gen Denzil Kobbekaduwa at the Officer Cadet School as the
Chief Instructor when I was a subaltern officer instructor in 1978. He had
just returned from Staff College in Camberley, UK. He was the perfect role
model as an instructor and was much respected by the officer cadets, all
instructors and even the civilians who associated him. He was always
smart, punctual, cheerful, enthusiastic and very knowledgeable and expe-
rienced in the profession of arms. His character and disposition was
impeccable as well as being an inspiring and helpful officer instructor to
his students and instructors alike. He joined us in all activities from
military studies, to games, to field exercises and extra-curricular activities
which helped us to which mould the future officers of the Army. He was in
much demand that he was suddenly taken to Jaffna to serve in Gen. T.I.

Weeratunga’s operational staft in 1979.

I next encountered him when I was a staff Captain in Jaffna in 1981, as a
senior member of Gen. Weeratunga’s operational staff stationed at Gurun-
agar. His many friends and school-mates from Trinity used to meet him
and invite him to their homes. On one such occasion he asked me to
accompany him to have breakfast with one of his Tamil classmates in

Jaffna. Gen Denzil with his friendly demeanour was at home with his
88



friend and family who entertained us as part of the family. His kind and
pleasing nature won him many friends in the North. Whilst returning to
Palaly he asked me whether I was familiar with the road network and the
surrounding areas of the Jaffna peninsula. When he realized I was not too
familiar he asked me to study the map daily and try to understand how the
main junctions on each arterial road leading to Jaffna town from Pt.Pedro,
KKS, Karainagar, Chavakatchcheri and Sanguppiddi were located. Then
he wanted me to look at the lateral roads and the surrounding town-
ships/villages. In short he was helping me to understand the terrain of
Jaffna which stood me in good stead when I was on Operation Riviresa in
1995.

Next I encountered him in 1983 after I returned from a Company Com-
manders Course in Malaysia. He invited me to conduct a lecture for the
Armoured Corps on officer training day at the Rock House camp in Mutu-
wal. He was the Commanding Officer of the Armoured Corps and took
great pains to train his officers and ensure they were exposed to the latest

information from all possible sources to enable them to update their
knowledge.

I met him on and off after that but it was his unstinted support and deter-
mination to save us from a besieged situation in Batticaloa in June 1990
that remains very vividly in my mind to-date. He as the Division Com-
mander he was entrusted to send in reinforcements to relieve the besieged
troops in 3 Detachments in the Batticaloa district. He was instrumental in
first ensuring we survived to be relieved by constantly talking to us over
the radio and encouraging us to fight it to the end. It was his exceptional
and inspirational leadership that paved the way for a very successful relief
operation that saved so many lives and raised the morale of the Army. It
will always remain deeply ingrained in my mind and I will be ever so

grateful to this great warrior General who will always be remembered with
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respect and honour. He was able to muster the support of the Navy, Air
Force and Police to execute every operation he undertook as one of the

most charismatic and much loved Generals to serve mother Lanka.

Gen. Kobbekaduwa speaking to me after addressing troops of Gemunu
Watch at Kallady after the siege in June 1990.

Finally in my opinion Gen Denzil Kobbekaduwa was one of our finest if
not the best military Commander to serve the country. His humble begin-
nings, strong family background, a solid school career and his military
training in the UK at Sandhurst, Camberley and Shrivenham made him an
excellent leader and much respected officer in our Armed Forces. His
understanding of the heartbeat of his men at all times and placing their
welfare and interests before his, made him a much loved and charismatic

leader.

As General Douglas MacArthur famously said “Duty, Honour, Country”
in his farewell address to the cadets of West Point Military Academy, USA;
Gen Denzil Kobbekaduwa lived by this credo during his military life
which was cut short unfortunately by his untimely death in Kayts in the
North, in August 1992.

May he attain the supreme bliss of Nirvana!

Brig. Hiran N. Halangode [retd] RWP RSP USP »
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€€ have had the privilege of working closely with the late General
Kobbekaduwa when he was the Security Forces Commander in Wanni
and subsequently at the Joint Operations Command in Colombo. During
these periods I worked directly under him. In addition I have met him on
many instances on North and East operational fields. As I saw Late Gen.
Kobbekaduwa, was an outstanding leader whose life time principle was
integrity of the highest order personifying exemplary moral courage to do
what is needed and what is right, while being an officer and gentleman,
par-excellence. It reflected to me that he viewed professionalism for an
officer as not only knowing the job, but it also relates it to the discipline
and decorum that he and his men maintain while engaged on the task

whatever the circumstances may be.

When late General Kobbekaduwa was the Security Forces Commander
Wanni, I was a young pilot in the rank of Flying Officer based at the Air
Force Base Vavuniya. He was a role model for me as a young officer. There
have been so many instances that I have had firsthand experience of his

excellent Leadership and adorable human qualities.

When I was following my staft collage in USA I took him as a role model
on the command and leadership module and discussed my experience
working under him and his strong leadership traits in my class portfolio. I
emulated his management approach of being firm, fair and friendly as I
rose in my career with success. Further, I used to always admire him on
how he looked after us as subordinates though I was from a different

service.

I could also vividly remember the diligent efforts that he took to help the
people in the border villages with his personal friends supporting them

with their arduous lively hood.

The late General professed Integrity, professionalism and empathy as the
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attributes that serve as the pillars of genuine officering at all times. He was
a passionate leader, a visionary and a professional, whose life is worthy of
celebration at the highest level of esteem and appreciation. I am quite
confident that Sri Lankan military and the generations to come will add to

his legacy.

May the Late Gen. Kobbekaduwa who was true patriotic be remembered

by the future generation for his excellence in all aspects !

Air Chief Marshal Gagan Bulathsinghala. RWP, RSP, VSV, USP, M Phil

(Def & Strat Stu), MSc (Def Stu) in Mgt, FIM (SL), ndc, psc.
Ambassador of Sri Lanka to the Islamic Republic ofAfghanistan.”

GEN. KOBBEKADUWA
TAKING CARE OF AWOUNDED SOLDIER
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PIONEERS OF THE VIJAYABAHU
TRUST FUND THE LATE VEN. K. WIMALAGNANA
CHIEF PRIEST OF THANTIRIMALE RAJA MAHA VIHARAYA
& LT. GEN. DENZIL KOBBEKADUWA.

©®a TRIBUTE TO LT. GENERAL DENZIL KOBBEKADUWA

Gen. Kobbekaduwa was an upstanding officer who was held in high
regard and respect, both by his fellow officers and soldiers. On the battle
field, he led the troops from the front and ensured the security and welfare

of the war victims of all communities and the troops.
I had the great privilege of closely associating with the late Gen. Kob-

bekaduwa when I took up appointment as D.I.G. North Central Range in
1990. At that time, he was the C.O. of the Northern Range of the Sri Lanka
Army. There were many challenges; most crucial of which was the impact
of the armed conflict on the communities in border villages. The villagers

were vulnerable to many risks including the threats to their security.

This was a time when the conflict was at its worst. The Chief Incumbent of
the Thanthirimale Raja Maha Viharaya at that time, Ven. Kudakongaska-

da Wimalagnana Thero, arranged a meeting at the Irattaperiyakulama
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Vijayabahu Army Camp under the patronage of Gen Kobbekaduwa with
the primary objective of discussing the rehabilitation and resettlement of

communities affected by the war and uplifting their living standards.

Along with General, and the Chief Incumbent, late Mr. T. K. Dassanayake,
late Mr. Nehru Gunatilleke P.C., Mr. G.A. Chandrasiri, Col. Anil Amarase-
kara, S.S.P. Ayupala, and a few other dedicated individuals were at that
first meeting inside the Vijayabahu Army Camp. It would not be incorrect
to say that the high regard all of us at that table had for Gen. Kobbekadu-
wa’s leadership and integrity may have contributed in some way to our

commitment to form the Vijayabahu Trust Fund.

Gen. Kobbekaduwa gave his fullest support to the Chief Incumbent, or
Nayaka Thero, along with his troops at a time the region needed it the

most.

In the year 1991, terrorists attacked the Katupotha Army Camp massa-
cring 54 soldiers. The LTTE then set fire to the entire village after taking
all the weapons from the camp. Gen. Kobbekaduwa ensured the remain-
ing villagers were brought to the temple premises and given refuge and

protection in temporary sheds with all possible amenities.

Developing the village infrastructure was a priority for Gen. Kobbekadu-
wa. He helped renovate and irrigate 64 tanks after building the Galkad-
awala anicut over Malwathu Oya, extending the distance over 4km canal
up to Mahahalmillewa. Gen. Kobbekaduwa focused on facilitating
normalcy and also enabling opportunities for these communities to

continue their livelihoods.

He was instrumental in resettling the Tamil villagers in Veerapuram in the
Vavuniya District. He built the Hindu Kovil, ensured their security and

provided them with overhead water tanks and agricultural wells.
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While resettling these villagers, he provided them with seed paddy,
manure, weedicides and fuel in places like Kambiliyawetiya. He construct-
ed the Kokmote anicut to irrigate 400 acres of land.

He provided drinking water, food and protection to many villages includ-
ing Chettikulam, Gomarankadwala and other villages along the Mannar
road.

He constructed 1,338 houses, 200 agriculture wells, 60 tube wells, 18
preschools, 998 toilets in the Thanthirimale, Alayapathgama, Manelwewa,

Nikuwewa, Kalawelpothana, Kudagama, and a few other villages.

In Upatissagama, he resettled 186 families and constructed the preschool,
school, community centre, cooperative store to mention a few services.
Under his leadership, he built the bridge across Malwathu Oya. He reno-
vated a further 30 small tanks in the Kokebe, Irikewa area.

Every year, he provided 5,000 coconut plants, seed onions to promote
cultivations other than paddy and he supplied around 15,000 Kartha
Kolomban plants. In addition, he supplied agricultural equipment,
tractors, a few bullock carts with tyres and set up a grain purchasing centre
at the temple.

He developed the Thanthirimale rural hospital, agricultural services
centre, technical training centre and set up two army camps. He provided

an ambulance, two jeeps and a van along with fuel.

He had the troops build underground bunkers to guard the civilians; there
was a bunker line built in the Weli Oya area and another bunker line span-
ning 95-km to protect communities that were probably among the worst
affected by the armed conflict.

He was instrumental in inviting the Maha Sangha from the South along
with other well-wishers and donors to provide relief to the innocent war

victims in the North.
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UNICEF organization, South Asia Foundation, Sinhala Veera Vidahana,
Sinhala Kanthabhivurdhi Sangamaya, Hela Sarana, YMBA, Kalutara
Bodhi Trust, several more foreign aid organisations, Past Pupil’s Associa-
tions of Visakha Vidyalaya, Ananda College, Nalanda College, Dharmara-
ja College were some of the organisations which helped Gen. Kobbekadu-
wa to fulfill the needs of the terror stricken villages and also support the
Ven. Nayaka Thero to achieve his targets to strengthen and encourage the

villagers to live their lives in their native lands.

I owe it to the present Chief Incumbent of the Thanthirimale Raja Maha
Vihara, Ven. Thanthirimale Chandrarathana thero for providing me with

the details of his innumerable services.

If not for the yeoman service rendered by Gen. Kobbekaduwa and if the
Nayaka Thero was not supported in his worthy cause, the conditions in
these areas could have deteriorated beyond repair. Many individuals and
organisations came forward willingly to help Gen. Kobbekaduwa knowing
his fearless and human nature and his innate disposition that touched

people’s hearts.

Gen. Kobbekaduwa arranged medical clinics in the areas affected by the
war like Thanthirimale, and Polonnaruwa. Dr. Kapila Gunawardena, Dr.
Kamani Mayadunne from the Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa General
Hospitals arranged for the doctors to serve voluntarily in these clinics.
Medicine for these clinics were provided by Dr. Hiranthi Wijemanne from
the UNICEF and Dr. Ajith Mendis from the government medical supplies.

With this good work, Gen. Kobbekaduwa also made sure that his troops
willingly gave their services and ensured their welfare. During New Year,
he would organize the Avurudu Sweet meats for the soldiers as they didn’t
get a chance to be home with their loved ones. General himself would visit

all the bunkers and distribute the treats. This shows that he was a humane
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chief who adopted soldier friendly policies. Even among the general

public, he was held in high esteem as he treated all communities alike.

He himself led a very simple life, often visiting the Jaya Sri Maha Bodhi.
He stood strong on his values, be it to collect funds for the work of the
Vijayabahu Trust Fund or his personal life. For all the projects he carried
out, he gave specific instructions to his troops not to use unnecessary

power to raise funds and not to collect any funds at road blocks.

He didn’t focus on increasing wealth or assets. He maintained his policies
at all times. His troops were led by example to use their power as military
officers with restraint and discipline to serve the communities and he was
a proponent to protect the temples, to maintain the natural environment
in its pristine condition as much as possible and to respect and protect the
assets of the Tamil civilians. General never focused on enhancing his own
wealth; he strongly believed in the teachings of Lord Buddha and believed
that good begets good and evil begets evil.

Present Chief Incumbent of the Thanthirimale Raja Maha Vihara, Ven.
Thanthirimale Chandrarathana thero continues the development initia-
tives of the Late Chief Incumbent and Gen. Kobbekaduwa.

Every year, Gen. Kobbekaduwa’s family and friends and the Kobbekadu-
wa Trust Fund conduct meritorious deeds by identifying needs in villages
and providing valuable donations and dry rations in memory of this great
leader. The present Chief Incumbent coordinates these projects to offer

merits to this great war hero.

Late Gen. Kobbekaduwa was a pioneer of the development in Thanthiri-
male and ensuring the communities were self-sufficient. It is the sheer

misfortune of the country that he had to face such a cruel end.
May he be blessed with the supreme bliss of Nirvana.

Gamini Randeni. Former D.I.G. Sri Lanka Police. & Mrs. Randeni.”
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A group of ex-soldiers who were present at ‘ABIMANSALA“
Anuradhapura to participate in a ceremony to remember
Gen. Kobbekaduwa. 8th August 2018.
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Left to Right
Lt Col Vipul Botejue CO 1 GW, Lt Col Sarath Jayawardena Staff Officer of TF 1,
Col. Vijaya Wimalaratne Comd 1 Brigade,
Brig. Denzil Kobbekaduwa TF 1 Comd, Maj Gotabaya Rajapaksa CO 1 GR.
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%
Statues of Lt. Gen. Denzil Kobbekaduwa
constructed by
the general public to show their appreciation for the
services rendered by him to Sri Lanka
as a statesman and a war hero.

The statue of Gen. Denzil Kobbekaduwa
in Anuradhapura.

As the most respected person of the last century Lt. General
Denzil Kobbekaduwa was known as the Peoples General public of Sri
Lanka Also within the security forces he was categorized as the most
knowledgeable Battle Commander. With the demise of Lt. Gen. Denzil
Kobbekaduwa on the 8th 0t August 1992 the general public of Sri Lanka to
show their gratitude to this great personality commenced to build statues
& memorial monuments within Sri Lanka. The first Statue of Lt. Gen.

Denzil Kobbekaduwa was built by the people of Vavunia in the Northern
109



Province of Sri Lanka. Since then statues of Lt. Gen. Denzil Kobbekaduwa
have come up in Nittambuwa (Western Province), Ahungalla (Southern
Province), Kamburupitiya (Southern Province), Embilipitiya (Sabarag-
amuwa Province), Katugastota (Central Province), Katunayake (Western
Province) Anuradhapura (North Central Province), Ampara (Eastern
Province), Panadura (Western Province), Hali Ella (Uva Province), Galen-

bindunwewa (North Central Province) and Kandy (Central Province).

It must be mentioned that all these statues have been built with the volun-
tary contributions received from the general public in the respective areas
and not with any political funding. This is an indication to what extent he

was able to win the respect of all Sri Lankans in our motherland.

-=- i ek L'
The 26th death anniversary Commemoration Ceremony
8th August 2018 in Anuradhapura.
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The statue of Lt. Gen. Denzil Kobbekaduwa in Kandy.




THE MEMORIAL MONUMENT AT ARALY POINT IN KAYTS JAFFNA.

Lieutenant General Denzil Kobbekaduwa was killed on 8th
August 1992 along with fellow-military veterans, Major General Wijaya
Wimalarathne, Rear Admiral Mohan Jayamaha, Lieutenant Colonel H.R
Stephen, Lieutenant Colonel G. H. Ariyarathne, Lieutenant Colonel Y N
Palipana, Commander Asanga Lankathilaka, Lieutenant Colonel Nalin de
Alwis, Lieutenant Commander C. B. Wijepura and the soldier Private W.
J. Wickremasinghe while they were on a military assignment in Araly

Point in Kayts, Jaffna.

The Memorial Monument in memory of
the ten Security force personnel including Gen. Denzil Kobbekaduwa
who were killed on 8th of August 1992 at Araly Point in Jaffna.
This Monument is maintained by the security forces.

112



APPRECIATION TO THE MOST RESPECTED

For The S.L. Army - Most Knowledgeable Battle Commander.

For The General Public - Peoples General.

General Denzil Lakshman Kobbekaduwa. RWP. RSP. VSV. USP. psc. rcds.
Born in Kandy Sri Lanka (Ceylon) 27th July 1940.

Though a devout Buddhist, he respected and valued other religions and

commanded the respect of all religious leaders.

Primary Education at Hillwood College & Trinity College Kandy. Senior
Prefect, Rugby Captain & a rugby Lion, Hockey Vice-Captain & a Colours

man .1st xi Cricketer
Profession. Officer in the Sri Lanka (Ceylon) Army. / Sportsman

Academic Studies at Ceylon Army Training Centre Diyatalawa, Royal
Military Academy Sandhurst, Technical Transport/ Young Officers Course
for Armoured Crops Officers in Bovington, Staft College Camberley &
Royal College of Defence Studies Staff College England all in the United
Kingdom.

Died on 8th August 1992 around 3.30 P.M. due to injuries sustained in a
bomb blast that occurred around 9.30 A.M. at Aralay Point in Kayts Jaffna.
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€€ do not want to compare the leaders Sri Lanka had during the last
four decades with General Denzil Kobbekaduwa because he was a true
military commander who was able to command the respect (not demand)
of the Tri Forces due to the soldier friendly policy adopted by him - Led
from the front, Respected his fellow officers, Subordinate & the care he
showed to the Soldiers who worked with him in the office or in the battle
front. He also moved round with the general public Sinhalese, Tamils,
Muslims, Burgers or any other community. He was a person who did not

give false promises to the soldiers or to the public and

always worked to ensure the safety of the people specially during the war
days. He led from the front to ensure the security of all people living in the
border villages and it was not only Sinhala villages but of Tamil & Muslim
villages as well. As a result he was an extremely popular and a respected

person among the people of Sri Lanka & known as the Peoples General.

Dr. Janaka Goonethilake Consultant Obstetrician & Gynecologist /
Researcher / Historian & Author describes General Denzil Kobbekaduwa
as a true descendent of the great Meegastenna Adigar one of the bravest,
compassionate and most loved Disava of the Kandyan Kingdom. There
are no more words to describe him.

Therefore I will give a brief description of these great personalities who
lived in Lanka (Sri Lanka). As per records of Laurie s Gazetteer two centu-
ries ago there was a person called Dumbara Rajakaruna Seneviratne
Abeykoon Mudaliya who held high office in the Kandyan kingdom and
was extremely faithful & close to the king. He fought a battle against the
Dutch and defeated the invading forces. Hence the king rewarded him
with property in the in the Dumbara Valley of the Kandyan Kingdom.
This Dumbara Rajakaruna Seneviratne Abeykoon Mudaliya had two sons
namely Meegastenne Adigar Snr. & Megastenne Adigar Jnr. These two
Adigars did not have sons to succeed them and the daughter who married

a Ratwatte Adigar inherited the Dumbara Property to his fold.
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Denzil Kobbekaduwa spent his childhood at Amunugama Walauwa in
Gunnepana village which happens to be in the Dumbara valley. This prop-
erty was originally owned by Dumbara Rajakaruna Seneviratne Abeykoon
Mudaliya followed by Meegastenne Adigars. There is a story among the
Buddhists who believe in rebirth, that Meegastenne Adigar was reborn as
Denzil Kobbekaduwa who happened to be a great military commander &

a true leader.

Therefore I wish to mention that the during 52 years you lived in Sri Lanka
you developed an untarnished image for yourself and brought recognition
to the country, Your Alma Mater, your Family, Parents and to your ances-
tors of Meegastenne dynasty. Your name will be written in the history
books & your untarnished image will go on for generations in the future Sri
Lanka.

On the 27th July 2018 will be your 78th birth anniversary. On the 8th of
August 2018 it will be 26 years of your demise, and as a result your immedi-
ate family lost a great deal of support & guidance to which they were
entitled to. Your untimely demise resulted in the nation losing the most
respected person of the last century, The Security forces losing a great
battle commander, Your inner circle of friends & relations losing their role
model, Your Alma mater Trinity College Kandy lost a person who was
always respected as a true Trinitian supporting in the field of sport. & Sri

Lanka Rugby lost a great sports administrator.

Your family conducted religious ceremonies continuously for the past 26
years to bestow the merits of the Triple Gem and will continue do so in the
future too.. Also in association with the family other religious leaders too
have invoked their blessings on you. As a Buddhist I believe that you have
inherited a Deva Athma and you had the strength to provide guidance to

the Sri Lankan security forces to end the war.
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This year too your family has arranged for religious ceremonies & remem-
brance services to bestow merit on you and to remember you. It is note-
worthy to mention that last year after the ceremonies were concluded in
Thantirimale & Anuradhapura the four month old drought came to an
end on both days with heavy rains that were experienced in the drought
stricken areas of the north central province. Was this a coincidence or a

special blessing?
At this moment of time, after 26 years of your demise it must be

mentioned that you were not a person who was willing to betray the Sri
Lankan Security forces. For example 600 police officers were betrayed by
the leadership of the nation by asking them to surrender to the L.T.T.E.
They were all killed by the terrorists. But knowing you so well I can proud-
ly mention that, if a similar surrender request was made to the Army you
will be the first person to turn down a request of that nature even if it
comes from the top leadership. Your strategy was to fight till the last bell

calls. Your School motto.-“Respecefinem" - "Look to the end".

As a person who associated with you from my childhood I would like to
make some comments that were shared among us which never came to the

public domain.

At Trinity College you excelled in studies & sports and was appointed as
the Head Prefect. You were in line to get more prestigious awards from the
best school of all for your excellence. However your keenness to join the
Ceylon (Sri Lanka) Army you left Trinity College mid-year and gave up

hopes of winning many more awards.

Certain politicians were extremely scared and feared you most. In the
latter part of 1960 s you were penalized and sent on compulsory leave
from the Army for chasing the politicians underworld henchman in the
Mattakkuliya area and since you were able to command the respect of the
then military leadership. But you had the courage to overcome this issue
and get back to the Army after 3 years.
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In the late 1970 s you were holding a post in the operations headquarters
and the then political establishment moved you out to Diyatalawa Army
training school.

During the July 1983 communal riots you wanted to control the problems
at the inception itself but it did not happen. Hence you were once again
transferred from Army H.Q. to Tafli H.Q. in Jaffna.

The most frustrating year was in 1987 when the then political establish-
ment knelt down to so called big brother India and betrayed the nation
and stalled the Vadamaracchi Operation. I can remember how annoyed
you were and at a children's birthday party someone mentioned to you
that if the politicians are not doing their job the Army should take over the
country. Your instant answer was officers of the then Sri Lanka Army are
not capable to rule a four decade old democratic nation. Also you did men-
tion that if some officer opted to do so he will end up in disaster and get
disgraced, Then came another debacle in 1889 when the top brass of the
S.L Army nominated you to attend a prestigious course at the Royal
College of Defence studies in England U.K. After a month of following the
course in UK. the political establishment in Sri Lanka wanted you back to
counter the 1989 JV.P. insurrection. I did remember you back in Sri Lanka
making plans to counter the insurrection. However due the pressure exert-
ed by the British defense authorities you were released by the Sri Lankan
authorities to attend the course in the UK.

We as Buddhists know even Lord Buddha had certain people like Deva
Dattha & Chinchimanavika who wanted to disgrace Lord Buddha. Simi-
larly there were some bad eggs who wanted to disgrace one of the most
respected battle commanders Sri Lanka had at that time. They even went
into the extent of leaking out battle plans to the media before the opera-
tions were carried out The general publics of Sri Lanka are entitled to
make their own impressions of this great person. The conspirators who
planned the bomb blast are still not identified & still a secret. Only the

Gods above know who the real culprits are?
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You were the most respected person of the last century and this
year we are in the process of collecting short tributes to compile a note
book to be handed over to your family, Grandchildren, Trinity College
Archives and Defence establishment libraries so that it will be reading

material for future leaders of Sri Lanka.

The sentiments expressed by distinguish personalities in the present day
society are included in the note book dedicated to you. All these tributes

comes after 26 long years after your demise.

Finally I have to mention that all good things come to an end. However
your name will be in the hearts of the people of Sri Lanka as the Peoples
General. We as Buddhist believes in Karma. All the good deeds carried out
by any one will reap the benefits during our journey in Sansara. It will be
the opposite for people who get carried away by doing wrong things, Every
action has a reaction. We all know as to how you lived a simple life. As a
close associate of you I know that on the fatal day your bank account
balance may have been less than Rs. 1000/=. But you were able to carry a

lot of Pin (blessings) to your next birth.

e

May I take this opportunity to say a big
thank you for all the guidance given to
me since I considered you as my role

model.

May your journey in Sansara be a

pleasant one till you achieve Nirvana.

Sunil Keppetipola. b
8th August 2018.
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¢ GENERAL DENZIL KOBBEKADUWA.
GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN
(AUGUST 11, 2012)

It is hard to imagine that 20 years have passed ¢
since General Denzil Kobbekaduwa, along with
some of his senior commanders, fell victim to a
buried explosive device in the Jaffna Peninsula. £
That fateful day was August 8, 1992. The incident
shook the nation to its core and plummeted |
military morale to the lowest ever in nearly a
decade of conflict. It seems like the other day that
the shocking tragedy befell the nation. The
unfortunate war is now over, but the loss of a
gentleman warrior lingers in our memories.
General Denzil, as he was respectfully
and adorably known among the rank and file,
was a man who conducted the difficult business

of war fighting in an exemplary manner. Some

argue that war is institutionalized violence. Gen-

[

eral Denzil did not see war that way. He did not -3

promote war, but when driven to it, he fought Farmer The lsland ghotographer K. 0. 5.
Gunasekera capiured Major General Denzil
HKobbekaduwa in the Ampara Disriet ot the
onsef of Eolam war Il

respected the rules of warfare. It was common knowledge that even the

with determination making sure that his troops

adversary respected him for his humaneness. He did not conduct military
operations with a feeling of vengeance. He waged war to achieve peace. The
destruction, and the agony of non-combatants caught in the conflict devas-
tated him. He often spoke of the day when the war would be over and all
communities could live happily in a reconciled Sri Lanka. His often quoted
saying "Let’s not leave this to the next generation" is a reflection on how much he

yearned for peace. Sadly though, he never lived to see the dawn of peace.
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General Denzil possessed a mystifying aura of attraction. He drew respect
and affection from the civil population particularly in areas affected by the
conflict. When he was Commander North during 1990, he regularly visited
remote villages under threat. Some of them were situated deep in the jungle
on the fringes of hostile activity and were accessible through narrow jungle
tracks. Despite the threat of land mines and ambushes he traveled to the
furthest remote village to assess security and speak to the people. Such visits
posed a security nightmare for his protection squads. When the jeep could

not make it, he walked for miles along jungle tracks to meet the people.

It was deeply moving to see the response of the people. Men, women and
children swarmed around him and touched him with great affection and
some went prone to worship him. Gen Denzil was overwhelmed by their
plight. He distributed clothes and food that he often carried during visits.
The poor people in their own humble way offered whatever they had, and
the General warmly accepted their hospitality. It was always a drama during
the return journey. Message had spread rapidly around villages that General
Kobbekaduwa had traveled towards the interior. As there was a single route

to return, we had no choice but to take the same road back despite the risk.

People had gathered by the road-side near little hamlets and waited for the
General. Few sweets and soft drinks were neatly laid on not so clean tables.
The General always stopped and spent some time with the people. He
patiently listened to their fears and anxieties and assured them of security
and protection which was the primary concern. He discussed other issues
like health and schooling for the children which he diligently followed up
with government authorities upon returning to headquarters. He became
deeply emotional during such visits and continued talking to villagers often
forgetting the time of the day. He had to be gently reminded about the long
trek back and the need to get out of high risk areas before dark. The people’s
plight may have had a profound impact, and he kept silent during the return
trip. Barring the odd question he threw at me while I drove the jeep, he

remained pensive.
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General Denzil’s love for the fighting soldier was phenomenal. The famous
picture of the General holding a saline bottle of a wounded soldier being
evacuated by helicopter bears testimony to his feelings for fighting men. The
sheer pain and agony on his face was clearly visible. For him, Soldier safety,
welfare and comfort came first, always and every time -his safety and
welfare came last. "Your men" was the often quoted phrase whenever he
addressed his subordinate commanders. I vividly recall an incident when
battle tanks were first used in combat. Following an intense and long day of
fighting in scorching heat, he watched tank crews collapsing due to heat
exhaustion and dehydration. Tanks are tough stuff to fight with. Next day, by
noon tank crews were provided with enhanced liquid nourishment. In the
midst of a logistics nightmare of sustaining hundreds of troops in battle, I
did not know how on earth high energy nutritional supplements arrived on

the sand dunes of Elephant Pass.

Battle fatigue hits every soldier in combat, more so on senior commanders.
On bad days it becomes worse. Even during intense combat, General Denzil
never failed to provide words of comfort and encouragement to soldiers. A
few kind words, accompanied by the usual smile on his battle fatigued face
became oxygen for men in combat. His appearance on the front, and the
commanding voice heard over radio transmissions provided great strength
and confidence to soldiers. On the battle field, or in the operations room,
burst of anger was not uncommon. Triggered by professional deeds or
mis-deeds, it struck upon the victim like tropic thunder, but simply vanished
within a few seconds. Never ever did one hear profanity during such

moments — a very rare quality among men in uniform.

Soldiering under him was challenging, but not disappointing. He was a
gentleman warrior and a wonderful comrade in arms. It was a privilege to
have served under him. Above all, General Denzil was a shining example of

a fine human being. He is gone, but not forgotten.
May He Attain the Supreme Bliss of Nirvana.

Brigadier (Ret) Sri Mudannayake.”
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¢CIRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF A

FRIEND AND A HERO,

LIEUTENANT GENERAL
DENZIL L. KOBBEKADUWA

AUG - 8-2012

Denzil was born in Kandy on 27th July, 1940 to Loku Bandara & Iona
Ratwatte Kobbekaduwa as their second child. He grew up in Kandy at
Deldeniya Walauwa (Paternal Residence) of Deldeniya village in Menikdi-
wela, Kadugannawa and Amunugama Walauwa (Maternal Residence) of
Amunugama village close to Kandy. These areas were close to the Kadu-
gannawa Hills & the Dumbara Valley surrounded by the Mahaweli River
with unspoilt environment close to nature where he was brought up by his

parents.

Denzil had his nursery education at Hillwood College, Kandy which
happens to be the sister School of Trinity College. In 1948 he was admitted
to Trinity College Kandy and started his educational activities. It is on
record that Denzil excelled in his studies and sports from his early days at

Trinity College. As a student he was able to make steady progress in his
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studies and also develop his leadership qualities and was a role model to
many others in School, the society in Kandy and among his close family
associates. As a person who had the privilege to associate with him from
my childhood days, we, the close cousins of General Denzil Kobbekaduwa
always looked upon him as a hero and a role model to all of us. He was our
savior at times when we were in trouble among our closely knit families in
Kandy.

When it came to his peak schooling days at Trinity College he was able to
successfully complete the G.C.E. (O.L.) examination and the H.S.C exam-
ination (University Entrance examination). His performance in the field of
sports was excellent as he represented Trinity College at Rugby, Hockey &
Cricket. He captained the Trinity Rugby 1st XV Team in 1959 and was
awarded the Trinity Lion award. He was the vice captain of the Trinity

Hockey team in 1959 and was awarded College Colours in Hockey.

He also represented the Trinity 1st XI cricket team. Additionally, he was an
athlete and a basketball player too. With this excellent school career
record Denzil was also a School Prefect of Lemuel House in 1960 and later
appointed Senior Prefect of Trinity College Kandy in the same year. How-
ever this appointment lasted only for a week since he opted to pursue a
career with the Sri Lanka Army (Formerly Ceylon Army) and was enlisted
as an officer cadet and posted to Diyathalawa for his initial three months
training before leaving for a two year officer training program at the Royal
Military Academy Sandhurst in the United Kingdom. These circumstanc-
es prevented him from qualifying for the coveted Ryde Gold Medal for the
best all-round student of Trinity College in 1960. Thus, an academic
career with the University of Peradeniya to which he had gained entry also

had to be abandoned.

During early 1960s, Denzil’s admires were all at sea, since he was to leave

for the United Kingdom for a two year stint. I can still remember that day
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when all his close family associates came down to Colombo and met in the
Colombo harbor to say ‘bon voyage’ since it was a three weeks journey by
ship to UK. at that time. Some few of us were privileged to accompany
him onboard the ship “"CARTHAGE".

DENZIL KOBBEKADUWA AS A CAPTAIN
KANDY SPORTS CLUB RUGBY TEAM 1969.
Having successfully completed his assignment Denzil returned to Sri
Lanka (Ceylon) in mid 1962 and assumed duties as a Lieutenant in the
Armored Crops Regiment of the Sri Lanka (Ceylon) Army. He had a very
successful period with the regiment and also represented the Army sports
club at rugby for the Clifford Cup tournament. The supportive role played
by him towards his fellow soldiers helped the Army sports club to gradual-
ly develop their performance and to be a leading side in the Clifford Cup
Tournament.

In 1964, Denzil was awarded his second overseas training course to
Bovington Military Academy in the United Kingdom and left for UK.
However this was a six month program and he was able to complete it with

great success and then returned to Sri Lanka to be once again back with
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his Regiment Armoured Crops. Since then Denzil was able to perform as
a true solider/officer and commanded the respect of his superiors, peers as
well as the subordinates.

He then was sent home on leave due to many issues. During this period he
spent his entire time in Kandy with his close family associates acting as a
trouble shooter and helped Kandy Sports Club to produce a formidable
rugby outfit to challenge all A division clubs in Colombo, Tri Services
Sports Clubs, Police Sports Club & Up-Country Planters’ Rugby Clubs. As
a result of his efforts, he was given the captaincy of the Kandy Sports Club
in 1969 and ended up as Runners-Up to C.R.& F.C. at the Clifford Cup ‘A
division tournament. He also captained the upcountry combined clubs
team and also represented the All Ceylon Team (Sri Lanka) against French
& British top division clubs. During this period Denzil did not forget his
alma mater Trinity College and was also involved in coaching the Trinity
Ist XV outfits in 1968, 1969 and in 1970 to help Trinity produce Bradby
Shield-winning and league-champion teams. Due to his honest efforts he
was able to command the respect of all communities living in Kandy and
surrounding areas, including the rugby circles in Colombo and the
Up-Country.

g

DENZIL KOBBEKADUWA (COACH) & E.L. FERNANDO (PRINCIPAL)
WITH 1969 T.C.K.COLOURSMEN - BEFORE THE BRADBY
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Also during this period whilst playing Rugby for Kandy Sports Club he
met Lalini Ratwatte, the younger daughter of Kenneth and Merle Ratwatte
as it blossomed into healthy love affair and eventually they got married in
December 1970. Lalini was a tower of strength to Denzil and was a very
understanding and accommodative person, and supported Denzil to a
great extent in developing his career in the army as well as building a
healthy relationship with his family, friends and relations

’;3 AL ' Il |
DENZIL AT HIS WEDDING.

In 1970, he was reinstated in his substantive post in the rank of Captain,
and later Major. With the respect & confidence he had gained he was made
in charge of the security of the then head of state Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaran-
ayake. He was then promoted to the rank of Lt. Colonel. While playing an
active role in the Sri Lanka Army he continued to coach as well as play
Rugby for the Sri Lanka Army and the Defense Services. In 1973/74 Denzil
was appointed as the Secretary of the Sri Lanka Rugby Football Union.
This year the first ever Rugby Asiad was held in Sri Lanka and Sri Lanka
ended up as Runners-Up to Japan.

AS COACH WITH THE T.C.K
RUGBY TEAM 1969 |

AFTER A VICTORY OVER
S.T. COLLEGE MT. LAVINIA




During the latter part of 1974, Denzil was selected to attend the presti-
gious British Army Staft College Military Academy, Camberly Surrey in
the United Kingdom for a period of one year. On his return to Sri Lanka
after successfully completing his overseas assignment he was once again
back at his old regiment Armoured Crops for some time and was posted to
the Officer Cadet Training School at the military academy in Diyathalawa.
His extended family and friends were regular visitors in his bungalow.
With the completion of the stint in Diyathalawa he moved to Army Head-
quarters Colombo and served in the operations desk until such time a
posting was given to him in Jaffna to serve in the Task Force Anti Illicit
Immigration (TaFAII). During this period he was able to successfully study
the terrain in the Jaffna Peninsula.

DENZIL WITH HIS COUSINS IN NUWARA ELIYA

Having completed his Stint at the TaFAII head quarters in Jaffna he was
once again back at the operations desk of the Sri Lanka Army head quarter
for some time and later moved to his Regiment Armoured Corps as the
commanding officer. In 1989 he once again left overseas to the United
Kingdom on another Military training assignment at the prestigious Royal
College Of Defense Studies (RCDS) which is the highest institution for

military training. However he was asked to return prematurely to the
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Island. But due to pressure applied by the sponsors and the UK. Govern-
ment he was permitted to go back to continuing his training in the U.K.
Having successfully completed his training, Denzil was appointed the
Commander of the Western Command stationed at the Panagoda canton-

ment in the rank of Major General.

When the Eelam war started in the Eastern Province, Denzil was sent as
the overall operations commander. During his short stay in the Eastern
Province he was able to contain the L.T.T.E. offensive to a greater extent
but as a result of the Northern Province also coming under heavy attack he
was moved to the Northern Province as the overall operations command-
er based at the Palaly Cantonment in the Jaffna peninsula. He lead his
troops effectively from the front, as he fought many battles bravely. The
Vadamarachchi Operation, “Operation Balavegaya,”Beach Landing to
save the Elephant Pass Security forces camp (Minipe Kularatne’s heroic
acts)”, evacuation of the Security forces from the Jaffna fort are a few of the

many operations he led.

His last Security council meeting as the Northern Commander was in
Colombo in early August 1992 which was presided by the head of state.
Denzil expressed his frank views with regards to the security situation in
the North, and wanted to continue the L.T.T.E neutralizing operation.
Denzil and a set of elite officers laid their lives for the nation on the 8th of
August 1992 at Aralai point Jaffna. The whole nation mourned the deaths

of these elite officers.

His demise was a great loss to his beloved immediate family, other close
relatives, to the Sri Lanka Army and other Security forces and to the whole
nation; Sri Lanka. As a civilian, I had the opportunity to closely associate
with Denzil for over 40+ years and the loss to me was unimaginable. If so,

what about the immediate family, his relatives, friends and fellow soldiers?
Well Denzil, 27th July 2012 happens to be your 72nd birth anniversary
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and today, 8th of August 2012 will be your 20th death anniversary. Your
family continues to bestow the blessings of the noble triple gem by holding
various religious ceremonies continuously for the last 20 years and this
year too it will be carried out. The Religious ceremonies will continue in
the years to come since all your followers appreciate the services rendered
by you to your family, relatives, friends, and the Sri Lankan society as a
whole. We will continue to remember you and your name, and it will be
written in the history books in Sri Lanka and the entire globe so that the
future generations will know that you were a born soldier, a true leader
loved by all.

DENZIL WITH HIS FAMILY

Also may I add that through Denzil’s leadership, his contribution to the Sri
Lankan society was immense? To his family; he was a devoted husband
and a father, to his parents; an obedient son, to his sister and brothers; a
trusted friend, to his other relations; he was a role model accepted by all,
to his fellow soldiers; he was a commander with a genuine heart, to his
friends; he was a person always willing to play a supportive role and guide
them, to his alma mater; his contribution was immeasurable, and finally to
the sporting bodies in Sri Lankan Schools & Clubs (specially Rugby); his
support was enormous, to the religious institutions of all faiths; his contri-
bution was accepted by all, to the Sri Lankan civil society & specially in
the people in the North and East / Border villages; the services rendered

by him are appreciated till this day.
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We true Sri Lankans today salute you Denzil and accept you as a true Gen-
eral and a person with a golden heart. In appreciation of your services to
the nation, various medals & gallantry awards were given to you by the
S.L Army, Politicians, Heads of State, but the greatest award you received
from the people of Sri Lanka is that they accepted you as their hero and a
genuine leader with honesty and integrity.

At this stage I must pay a compliment to Denzil’s wife Lalini for single-
handedly bringing up the three children, Roshani, Shanilka, & Dilshan
and enabling them to move on in life as true Sri Lankan citizens with
established professions for themselves. This was Denzil’s wish and Lalini,

you will be rewarded by your children in the years to come.

Finally may I take this opportunity to Thank You Denzil, for the guidance
provided and the supportive role you played in my life for almost forty
plus years which helped me to move forward in life with success as one of

your close associates and a true “Trinitian”.
“Respice Finem”- “Look to the End”

May You Attain Nirvana

Article Written By Sunil Keppetipola
(Class of 1970. Trinity College Kandy.)
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BELOW PHOTOGRAPHS

FROM THE LIFE OF
DENZIL KOBBEKADUWA




LIEUT GEN. DENZIL KOBBEKADUWA
RWP, RSP, VSV, USP. psc. rcds.
By Wg. Cdr. E. H. Ohlmus (SLAF Retd.)

The bomb that exploded in an Army Land Rover at Araly Point on August
8, 1992, took away a gentleman and a true friend. Denzil had already
proved himself as a distinguished General, who led from the front. He was
knowledgeable, daring and popular and these were never in doubt. So
much so, this was perhaps why General "Bull" Weeratunga hand-picked
him (much to the chagrin of many - some of whom I knew were unable to

hold a candle to Denzil) to serve in his Northern Command.

Denzil was always aware of what he was doing, knew whom he was lead-
ing, what he was going to achieve and to whom he can talk to as a friend.
He was also very conscious that the well-being of the defenceless civilian
and the unarmed LTTE cadre in custody , were the responsibility of the
State. This sense of fair play and concern simply seemed to exude out of
him, and which would certainly have earned for the Defence Establish-
ment every chance of a speedy and just resolving of a totally unnecessary
conflict. But this was not to be after that fateful day in Kayts. The then
widely speculated but unproven theory was that the bomb represented an
anxious unseen coterie who was faulting Denzil only because the Tamil

population liked him.

Denzil, especially after reaching Flag Rank emphasized the need to
prevent those who have suffered because of the conflict, from being
further trodden upon. If not for his untimely demise, we may have
perhaps been able to see him show the way for all Sri Lankans to extend
their hand of friendship to one another and more importantly, to
convince the leaders of this country that all the money wasted on weapons
of destruction, be used for the welfare of all people north, south, east and

west alike.
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Many hundreds of appreciations, editorials and articles about this very
inspiring soldier, exemplary officer, outstanding sportsman, meticulous
sports administrator, devoted husband, loving father and genuine friend
have already been recorded and scripted. But some hitherto unpublicized
anecdotes will reveal another facet of this good man as a simple, lovable,
mild-mannered person, yet playful with a puckish sense of humour who
showed genuine concern for the young and the feeble - qualities no doubt
inherited from and nurtured by his wonderful parents and dutifully

sustained after marriage by his caring wife, Lali.

In the late 1970’s, he was attached to the Army Training Centre at Diyatal-
awa. He and his family were very welcome visitors to the Air Force Camp.
He relaxed with his wife and children in the well laid out children’s park,
or dropped in to play basketball, tennis or squash, go boating or visit the
Air Force officers on the Station with whom he and his family were very
close. When a group of Air Force officers decided to build a second squash
court in the SLAF ( there was already one at Katunayake) out of donations
they would obtain from well-wishers, and from their own personal funds,
a contribution of Rs. 250 (then a princely sum) was made by Major D L
Kobbekaduwa, the only Army officer to do so. Denzil is in the group
photograph taken on the occasion when the court was opened with an
exhibition match between Wing Commanders Brendon Sosa and Tony
Dirckze, two versatile sportsmen in the Regiment Branch of the Air Force.

Denzil’s name also appears in the List of Honour, even today.

When refereeing a ‘friendly’ rugger match between Army Cadets (he was
their coach as well) and an Air Force XV, on the Polo Grounds adjoining
the Army Training Centre in Diyatalawa, Denzil was so engrossed with the
game, that he instinctively continued to coach and yell instructions to his
charges while play was in progress! The airmen did not mind this at all
especially when he “forgot" to "blow" for an infringement which resulted

in a try by the Air force. The reason: he had dropped the whistle and did
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not realise it, much to the amusement of the spectators who gave him a

rousing cheer ! Such was his popularity in the ATC and the SLAF!

Denzil liked to play hockey. We knew this and on many occasions gladly
invited him to don the Station’s ‘Blue and Gold’ jersey, in friendly matches
that were played on the Rendezvous Parade Ground, which was a stone’s

throw from his married quarters.

When the Bishop of Badulla, the late Rt. Rev. Mgr. Leo Nanayakkara was
on a pastoral visit to the parish church and convent in Diyatalawa, his car
gave trouble. The driver arranged for the "baas" in the only garage in town
to take a look. In the meantime, I phoned Denzil to borrow his car to take
the Bishop Leo back if the need arose. But, Denzil being Denzil, not only
did he say "OK," but volunteered to drive to Badulla himself. In the mean-
time he invited the Bishop to his married quarters where a sumptuous
afternoon tea was served. Denzil was spared the trip to Badulla, as the

repair was a minor one and fixed within an hour.

An amusing incident took place at ‘Bambara House’, the then Air Force
Officers’ holiday bungalow at China Bay, where we were holidaying with
friends. My nephew (now a Commander in the SLN) was trying to learn to
swim by himself. Denzil observing this, tried to demonstrate the correct
technique, missed a foothold and slipped and the next thing heard was a
‘plonk’ in the water. Denzil was dazed but not hurt with this belly-landing.
Undeterred, he carried on his coaching lessons and over the next few days,
the lad was able to swim one breadth of the pool. Many years later, this lad,
as an Officer Cadet at the Royal Naval College Dartmouth, happened to
meet Denzil in London - Denzil himself was on an Army Staff Course-and
they had a big laugh when the young Cadet recalled the incident, after
identifying himself.

When on leave in Colombo, Denzil spent most of his time with his family.

It was not unusual to see the Kobbekaduwa family in their car, parked in
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the shade by a cricket ground witnessing a match, or in a shopping mall
on a Saturday morning, or visiting a friend or a relation for a quiet
evening chat. He was a family man and this fine quality definitely influ-
enced his way of life in the Army.

Everyone who knew him well loved and admired him. Those who served
with and under him respected and trusted him. They surely miss him and
will no doubt specially and fondly remember him on the 27th of this
month - his 64th birth anniversary.

An Army officer, who served under Denzil, once wrote, "General Kob-
bekaduwa fought bravely and relentlessly to safeguard the integrity of our
country for a better tomorrow for all Sri Lankans — he was truly a man of

the (20th) century." I could not agree more!
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CONCLUSION

“Asevana cha balanam,
Panditanan cha sevana,
Puja cha pujaniyanam,
Etham mangalamuttamam”
(Lord Buddha)
(“Do not keep company with fools,
But associate with the wise,
Honouring those who are worthy of honour,

This is the best auspicious performance.”)

Post-independence Sri Lanka (Ceylon) had many leaders who adopted
different leadership styles. It is up to the emerging leaders of the future to
analyse their performance (successes & failures) and what they did for the

people of Sri Lanka and the nation.

The leadership provided by the political establishment in Sri Lanka over
the last four decades to the Sri Lankan people and its Security forces is a
subject that has to be analysed very carefully by the emerging future lead-
ers of our mother lanka. It is sad to mention that there were more instanc-
es of betrayal than providing effective leadership. This made the position
of the Sri Lankan people and its security forces more and more complex in

fighting the war against L.T.T.E terrorism.

The halting of the Vadamarachchi operation, Signing of the Indo — Lanka
peace accord, issuing orders to the S.L. Police to surrender to the LT.T.E.

terrorist, Issuing orders to the S.L. Army to surrender to the LT.T.E. (This
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order was not executed due to the refusal of the battle commanders in the
war front), The exposing of the Millennium City security force establish-
ment to the L.T.T.E. The infamous peace deal with the LT.T.E. and demor-
alizing the Security Forces by indicating to them that the war cannot be
won are some instances of betrayal that has to be analysed by the future

leaders.

When the Mahinda Rajapakse era commenced in 2006 the Security estab-
lishments were in a very poor state. Lot of professional Soldiers were no
more. They were killed or missing in action. A lot of them left the Security
forces and had gone on early retirement. (Due to loss of confidence with
the political leadership.) However the new political leadership was able to
re-group and provide effective leadership to the Security forces of Sri
Lanka to work as a team and end the war against one of the most brutal

terrorist groups in the world. - L.T.T.E.

However, I request to the present day young leaders and future leaders to
be, it is worthwhile to analyse the present day scenario of the security force
personnel who fought to save the nation and its citizens from terrorism.
The other day a retiring war hero had mentioned that he has to retire from
the Army after 35 years of service with a war criminals tag. This is a very
sad situation to be in and will demoralise all retired and serving security

service personnel. Hope this will not be another betrayal?

As Lord Buddha once mentioned to his followers, “Do not believe in the
Dhamma he preaches blindly but to study it deeply and try to understand
it by yourself, it’s only a path to lead a better life for yourself to move

forward in the journey of Sansara and finally achieve Nirvana.”
Finally let me once again appeal to the future leaders of Sri Lanka do not

blindly believe in what has been preached by your past leaders as gospel
truth but study deeply what they have said and decide for yourself the path

to lead the nation.
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The sacrifices made by Gen. Denzil Kobbekaduwa and his fellow Officers
& Soldiers in the Tri forces will be in vain if the future leaders fail to

provide an effective leadership.

Let me conclude by indicating to the future leaders of all Sri Lankan estab-
lishments, (Political, Security Forces, Governmental, Private Sector &
Sports bodies) lead your establishments from the front and work as a
team, ask what you could do for the nation and its citizens & command
their respect and not ask citizens to pay for the welfare of the leaders and
demand for their respect. This is the philosophy adopted by Gen. Denzil
Kobbekaduwa as a true leader and he was able to earn & command the

respect of all. - Peoples General. He was no politician at any time.

May Sri Lanka and its people lives as Sri Lankans in upholding the
Unity, Territorial Integrity & Sovereignty of the Motherland.

“There is light at the end of the tunnel.”
“Respicefinem.” —"Look to the end.”

138



BIBLIOGRAPHY

The compiler of this Note Book — Tributes and Apprecia-
tions to a General is grateful for the valuable input provided
from various sources of information gleaned from the
following publications / authors.

Trinity College Kandy magazines that were published
during his era at college.

Trinity College Kandy Centenary year (1972) publication.

Trinity College O.B.A Colombo Branch Centenary year
(2008) publication.

The magazines published during his era by the S. L. R. F. U.

The compilers own records that were maintained by him
since the latter half of 1950 s to date.

Famous Assassinations in World History:
An Encyclopedia [2 volumes] - Michael Newton - Google

Books. Available @ https://books.google.com/-
books/about/Famous_Assassina-
tions_in_World_History_A.html?id=F4-dAWAAQBA]

Denzil Kobbekaduwa - Wikipedia Available @
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denzil_Kobbekaduwa

The contributors of tributes to a General.
The contributors of appreciations to a General.
Leading to Excel, sales training bulletin, Lipton, India

The photographs in this book are from the albums of the
Kobbekaduwa family & the compilers collection of photo-
graphs since late 1950%.

139



The Kobbekaduwa Family
All rights reserved®

No part of this publication may be
reproduced or transmitted by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying or
otherwise without the prior permission
of the Kobbekaduwa Family.

Design and Concept by:
Hasitha Wijeratne
81, St. Jude Mw, Dalugama, Kelaniya
0773772151

140



&

X

Tributes and Appreciations to a General

Lt. General Denzil
Kohhekaduwa

RWP RSP VSV USP rcds psc
The Most Kes;yacta{ Person af the Last Centu r17!



